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lrcgishlaib Council,

Thursday, 18th August, 1896.

Guano iexport of-Coolgardie water Supply: private
proposals respecting-Tran"sfer of Land Act Amend-
ment Bill third rending-Municipal Institutions
Act Amendment Bill :second reading; committee-
Perth Water works: prop~osed purchase of-Agri-
cultural Lands Purce Bill 1 cimittee-AdopUou
of Children Bill : coinnittee-Coolgardie Goldlolds
Water Supply Loan Bill n econd readiag-Adjoum-.
meat,

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G-.
Shenton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock,
p.m.

GUANO-EXPORT OF.
Tas Hex. W. ALEXANDER asked

the Minister for Mn ,-i)Whether,
owing to the continued and increasing
demand for manures by fruit-growers and
farmers, to enable them to supply to the
fullest extent local grown products, the
Government were prepared to introduce
legislation prohibiting the export of guano
from any part of the colony. (2.) If the
Government would endeavour to prevent
any further export of guano. particularly
from the Abrolhos, and have the deposits
examined.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied, as follows:
((.) The Government had received offers
from the lessees of the islands to sell1
their rights to the Government, but the
price was considered much in excess of
the nett value of the deposits. (z.) The
withdrawal (in event of a sale) of the
lessees' staff of labour, permanently
stationed on the islands, would so con-
siderably increase the cost of shipping
the guano that the cost would much
exceed the price that the lessees now
supply it f.o.b. to purchasers. (3.) A
thorough and detailed survey and exami-
nation of the deposits by a, competent
officer would be necessary before a correct
estimate of the amount and value of
deposits yet remaining on the island
could be ascertained. (4.) The Govern-
ment quite realise that these guano
deposits are of considerable value to our
producers as a fertiliser, but no practic-
able scheme of economically working them
has yet been suggested better than the
present method of purchasing cargoes

from the lessees, who supply cargoes at
30s. per ton fLob.

COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY- PRI-
VATE PROPOSALS RESPECTING.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: We have
now before us a Bill to enable the Govern-
ment to raise £2,500,000 for the purpose
of a. water supply at the goldfields. We
are all agreed, I take it, that it is abso-
lutely necessary that these fields should
be supplied by some means or other, and
the object I have in moving the resolu-
tion which stands in my namue is that,
before expending this large sum of money,
the House shall be satisfied in regard to
any reasonlable proposals which would in
all probability have the effect, if the con-
cessions asked for were granted, of s upply-
ing this needf 'ii water to the fields. I
have no doubt that the Government, as well
as those gentlemen who are strongly in
favour of the Bill which is now before
the House, recognise that we should not
commit the colony to this large expendi-
ture without the fullest information, and
I therefore move: - "That the Ron.
the Minister for Mines be requested
to furnish this Rouse with a statement
giVIng particulars of all proposals made
to the Government during the past two
years relative to the supply of fresh
water to the Goolgardic Goldfields or
any part thereof ; the namnes of the
companies or persons by whom such
proposals were made; the concessions
asked for; and showing how such pro-
posals were dealt with by the Govern-
ment." I do not ask that the whole of
the papers shall be laid on the table. It
will be sufficient for my, purpose if the
hon. gentleman will give us, shortly, an
abstract showing the proposals which
have been made; the concessions whichk
have been asked for; the names of the
persons or companies who have made the
proposals, and showing in what way the
Government have dealt with them. I
now move the resolution.

Tuas MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H1. Wittenoom): I have only to state
that I shall be very pleased to furnish
the hon. member with the information
he has asked for as far as I possibly
can.

Question put and passed.
Motion agreed to.

RrIlorl of Guano.
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TRANSFER OF LAND ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

THIRD READING.
This Bill was read a third time, and

passed, and ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : By this Bill it is pro-
posed to alter the present Act in two or
three ways. The first is to provide for
the licensing of weighbridges. Then it
is proposed to deal with the preservation
of public decency and public health, and
to amend section 106 of the principal
Act by adding these words: " For the
eetion inh any public place of one or

more machines or engines, with a suitable.
house or building thereto, for the weigh-
ing of vehicles conveying any goods or
merchandise whatsoever." In regard to
the weighibridges it is provided that the
Council may either construct them or
license them so that goods and merchan-
dise may be weighed whenever desired.
Clau se 4 states that every vehicle used for
carrying must be. weighed and thle weight
of it painted nu)on it in legible characters.
This will enable any person to purchase,
say, a ton of wood and to have it weighed
wh~ile it is upon the vehicle, because the
weight of the vehicle will he 'k-nown.
The Bill is a useful one, and I move that
it be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to S agreed to.
Clause 4-"1 Vehicles to have their

weight, &c., painted on conspicuous part:"
THE HON. F. r. CROWDER:; I notice

that nothing is said in this clause as to
giving notice when weighbridges have
been erected. Thero should be some
notice given in thle Government Gazette,
otherwise when the Council construct
weighbridges it will be hard to subject
persons to a penalty for not complying
with the regulations.

THE HON.D1. K. CONGDON: I agree
with the hon. member that some notice
should be given before these regulations
are allowed to come into force.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooi) : Perhaps some legal
gentleman may be able to tell us whether
there is any section in the Municipal Act
which would necessitate such a notice
being given.

THE Hog. F. M. STONE: I move that
progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported.

PERTH WATER WORKLS-PROPOSED
PURCHASE OF.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.x
Shenton) announced the receipt of the
following message from the Legislative
Assembly:

"lift. President,
"The Legislative Assembly having- this

"day passed the following Resolution,
"viz.: -' That this House approves of the
'.,purchase by the Governmnent of the
,"Perth Water Works for a sum of

'£X220,000,' presents the same to the
" Legislative Council for its concurrence.

"JAS. G. LEE STEERE,
"1 Speaker.

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, Perth,
"1l2th August, 1896."

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooni) : By leave of the
House, as this is a matter of some
urgency, I would ask hon. members to
deal with this Message at once. The
object of it is to enable the Government
to purchase the Perth 'Water Works, and
I may tell hon. members that if they give
this authority a Bill will be introduced
very shortly to provide for their manage-
mnt. It is desired that the Government
shall have this authority as soon as
possible, that they may make arrange-
ments to obtain further pipes so as to
provide an adequate supply of water for
the city during the coming summer, and
thus prevent anything like the water
famaine which was experienced last year.
Hon. members know the details of the
whole matter, and I need not go into
them at the present moment. I will,
therefore, simply ask them to concur in
the resolution of the Legislative Assembly.

THE HoN. H. J. SAUNDERS. 'I
have much pleasure in seconding this
motion, not only because I relpreent the
-Metropolitan Province and occupy the
position of Mayor of Perth, but because I

.Amewhneut Bill.
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think it is in thre interests of the whole
colony that these works should be pur-
chased. I must say that I think the
thanks of the City Council are due to the
Government for the action they have
taken in this matter.

THE HON. S. J. HAYNES : Whilst I
sympathise with this motion I think the
loan required to purchase these works
should be a metropolitan one and not a
general one. Probably it is the only way
in which this matter may be grappled
with, but I do think that loans for water
supply should be local ones, and should
not affect the whole colony.

THE Box. S. H. PARKER: How does
the Government propose to pay for the
works?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H1. Wittenoom) :I may explain that
this resolution is merely lprelimuinary to a
Bill.

THE HON. R. G. BURans: But if we
agree to this resolution we vote the
money.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) :I might say that the
Government have these works under
offer to them only for a certain time, and
if they do not take the chance which is
given to the,, they may lose then, alto-
gether. It is generally considered that
water works should be in the hands of
either the Government or the Munici-
pality. At the present time, it is beyond
doubt, the Municipality is unable to
acquire them, and the Government have
stepped in so that threy, may help the
citizens. A Bill will shortly be brought
down which will provide for a board
having powers to issue debentures for the
purchase of the works. This board will
manage them, and the price charged for
water will be such as will cover all ex-
penses. There will, therefore, be no loss
to the State. This is not intended to be
a gift to the people of Perth, but it is
part of a scheme which the Government
have in hand for helping all towns to
obtain water where they are unable to
help themselves. In an important matter
like this I think hon. members should
give the Government credit for doing,
what is right, anid I can assur-e them
when the Bill comes down they will he
satisfied with the provisions which it
contains. The Government have the
right to purchase these works only for a

limited time; I believe the option ex-
pires to-miorrow. If the matter were not
one of urgency I should not ask bon.
members to deal with it wvithout further
time for consideration).

THE HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I trust
no objection will be taken to this resolu-
tion, because it is one of the most impor-
tant matters we shall be called upon to
deal with this session. Everyone who
has lived in Perth is aware of the posi-
tion in regard to the water supply. 1,
myself, have several times pointed out the
position to the Premier. Last summer
when the mnain was running day and
night there was not sufficient water
coming in to meet half the demand.
This year the population of Perth has
been doubled, and although we may pass
this resolution, I feel sure we shall ex-
lperience a most serious water famine.
Still, if we agree to this, it will enable the
Government to obtain farther pipes, arid
thus minimise the evil as far as possible;
but I can only say God help the people
who have to live in Perth next summer.

THE HoN. R. G. BIJEGES: It seems
to me an extraordinary thing that a
measure of this sort should be run
through the House in about a minute,
and it also appears somewhat inconsistent
to find hon. members, who are willing to
support this, opposing another Bill which
is before us. By adopting such a corn-se
they seem to be considering themselves,
but do not seem to care for those who, in
other places, are starving for water.
Some hon. members arc ever ready to
vote away money when it concerns them-
selves, but they have no consideration
when it concerns others. Some hon.
menibers are saying why should the
Government borrow £2,500,000 to supply
the goldfields with water. We mnight
just as well say why should the a
£2220,000 for these works.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shienton): The hour. member must not
impnte motives.

THE Honv. R. 0. BURGES: I with-
draw any expression which may attribute
motives, but I propose that the matter
be considered at the next sitting of the
House.

THE Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: I am
somewhat of the same opinion as the
Hon. M.r. Barges, and I can see very
many reasons why the matter should not
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be rushed through. These water works
may not be large enough.

THE HON. F. T. Cnowvnn: There is
plenty of water but no mains.

THE How. C. E. DEMPSTER: Even
so, it would be as well to delay the matter
somewhat so as to obtain further infor-
mation. I shall support the Hon. Mr.
Burges in his efforts to have the con-
sideration of the resolution deferred until
the next meeting of the House.

THE: MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoona) :I should 'just like to
say that this is a matter where the hands
of the Government have been forced.
The position is this: the water woiks are
in the hands of a foreign company, and
there are several people trying to pur-
chase the rights. The Municipality of
Perth has the privilege, within three
years. of purchasing them at a sum some-
thing like £220,000. At the present
time the works are not managed in such
a way as to give universal satisfaction;
in fact it is notorious that the want
of water has led to many ill effects.
The consequence has been that repre-
sentations have been made to the Gov-
ernment to acquire the works, but it
has been thought that, rather than pur-
chase them for the Municipality, the
Government should purchase them for
themselves, and place them under the
control of a board which will work them
in the interests of the citizens. The City
Council has surrendered its rights, and
the Government has taken its place. The
works will be altogether reproductive, so
that there need be no fear of any loss.
The working expenses, interest, and sink-
ing fund will be paid out of the rate, and
any surplus will go towards reducing the
rate. The board will have power to issue
debentures, and these will be cashed by
the Government to enable the works to
be purchased. If hon. members will take
my assurance in the matter, I can tell
them that when the Bill conies before
them they will be perfectly satisfied, but,
as a matter of urgency, I ask them to
agree to this resolution now.

TaE HoN. D. K. CONGDON: I hope
hon. members will agree to the resolution.
Perth is very badly off for water; in
fact, last summer there was almo~st a
water famine. If we do not trust the
Government now the option may expire,
and the works may get into other hands

and cost more to obtain in the future
than they will now.

THE RON. F. T. CROWDER: 1 can
quite see that the Hon. Mr. Surges'
remarks were levelled at me, but they go
off like water from a duck's back. I may
tell hon. members, with regard to the
scheme, that there is sufficient water in the
reservoir to lasttwo and a half yeaxs, butthe
pipes are not large enough to bring down
what is required, and there is nothing to
compel the present owners to put in more
pipes. The City Council has to levy alIs.
rate, and this pays sufficient for the
working expenses, sinking fund, and
interest. There need be no fear, there-
fore, of there being any loss to the State.

THE HON. H. J. SAUNDERS: I should
like to explain-

THE HON. R. G. Buxoss: I do not
want any more explanation.

THE HON. H. J. SAUNDERS: I should
like to say that the Government cannot
get another scheme, because the City
Council is bound to levy a rate in the
interest of this particular company.

THE HoN. R. G. BUEGES: I beg to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Resolution agreed to.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause 3-" Sources of funds not more

than .2200,O'00 for purposes of this Act:
THE HON. F. M. STONE: I move

that progress be reported. The Bill was
only read a second time Yesterday, and we
have not yet had an opportunity of
putting any amendments we may have
upon the Notice Paper.

THE How. S. H. PARKER: Would the
hon. member mind stating the effect of
the amendments he wishes to propose?

THE HoN. F. M. STONE: In Clause 4
I propose that the board shall continue
to hold office for five years and shall not be
at the will of the Government.

Tan Ho&. J. W. HACKETT: Supposing
one of them turns out to be a rogue ?

THE HON. F. M. STONE: Then I
propose that any offer which is made
shall be a binding one. In Clause 7 I
propose to strike out the words " If the
Land Purchase Board shall report, etc.,"
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and say, " If the Land Purchase Board
shall recommend." Then, in Clause 12, I
propose to insert a provision under which,
if there are two applicants for any par-
ticular land, it shiall be decided by ballot
which of theta shall have it.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: I trust
that the motion will he- carried. I have
several other amendments which, if time
is given, I shall be able to place tupon
Notice Palper.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I need only say that
I am always willing to afford lion. uejnu
hers as much time as possible, lbut in this
instance I am afraid that the desire to
improve the Bill is not a sincere one. I
take it that this motion is only made with
the view to stopping the progress of the
Bill because hon. members were defeated
last night.

THE EoN. F. M. SrONE : Is the bon.
memnber in order in imputing motives ?

THE CHAIRMAN (Ron. Sir G. Shen-
ton) : I think it would be drawing the
line rather fine to construe the hon.
member's words into an imputation of
motives.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
El. H1. Wittenoomi): I willingly withidraw
thema, but I may point out that if the
hon. members wished to make these
amendments they had aniple oppor-
tunity of giving notice of them yesterday,.
Howvever, I shiall place myself in the
hands of lion, members, although I Shall
opI)ose the adjournment.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: It seems
to inc the hon. member might just as
well consent to report progress. It wvill
be a saving of time if we have the
amendments on the Notice Paper, lbut it
should be understood that hon. members
place them upon the Paper.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BILL.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clauses 1 to 2 agreed to.
Clause 3-" By whom female child

rnay be adopted:"
THE Hox. S. J. HAYNES: In sub-

section 4 of this clause I notice that
before a married man can adopt a female
child he must be forty years older than
the child. I think this is too much, and

I move that " forty " be struck out, and
Ithirt v" be inserted in lieu thereof.

Tas, MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooin): This is a private
member's Bill, and I amr unable to say

Iwhat the object was in fixing the age at
forty years.

THE HON. A. B. KIDSON: I think
we should consider the question from the
point of view of whether forty is a

1reasonable age or not. I do not think it
is.

THE MIINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. ff. Wittenoom): I think the object
in fixing forty is that the person who
adopts the child should not be too young
to take care of it.-

Question-That the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the clause-
put.

The eomnnittee d ivided with the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for ... I
Ars,.

The Ho.. Hf. Brigga
The Hon. R. G. Burs
The lion. D. X. Congdon
The Hon. C. E. Dempster
The Hon. W. Spencer
The Ho.E. H. Wittenoom
'rho Hon,. C. A. Pices

Nos.
The Ho,,. W. Aleader
The Hon. F. T. Crowder
The Ho.n. J. Wf. Hackett
The Hon. A. B. Kidaon
The Hon E. Metarty
The Hon. J. E. Richardson
The Ron. F'. M. stone
The Hon, S. J. Horne,

(Toler).

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 4-"1 By whom male child may

be adopted: "
THE HON. A. B. KIDSON: I move

that the word " forty " in this clause be
struck out, and "thirty" he inserted in
lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
The remainling clauses were agreed to,

the Bill reported, and the report adopted.

At 5630 o'clock, p.m., the PRESIDENT
(Hon. Sir G. Shenton) left the chair
until 7-30 o'clock, I)Afl

On resuming,

COOLGARDIE G4OLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY LOAN BILL.-

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Sir, in introducing
this, the most important Bill of the
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session, I would crave the indulgence of
lion. members for a short timie while I
endeavour to Place before them, as plainly
ats I can, the details of the proposal of
the Government, and the reasons which
have led to the introduction of a measure
of such great magnitude and iinimense pos-
sihjhities. _I need hardly say more re-
garding, the Bill than to read the title,
which is " An Act to aluthovise the raising
of a sum of £2,500,000 by Loan for the
purpose of providing a Permanent Water
Supply for the Coolgardie Goldfields."
Iii that there is the whole gist of the
Bill, and, if I were to explain every clause,
I cou~ld not put lion. nmembhers in pos-
session of more information concerning
it. I may, perhaps, mention that Clause
I provides that the sinking fund in this
particular instance shall be £3 per cent.
The other clauses merely deal with the
method in which the money is to be
raised. Ever sinc;e the first discovery of
gold in the colony the want of water has
been the greatest drawback to the prompt
development of the industry.- In the
first place there has been no surface
water where the reefs have existed, and,
in the next place. very little has been
found by sinking, and even then whait
little there has been has proved to be salt
and un-fit for consumption. In sonc
instances it has been possible to condense
the salt water, and thus enabLlle those
eng-aged upon the industry to further
lproseclite their researches, b14 the absenc
of fresh water hats miilitated against
the prompt development of our- gold
resourcs. At the outset the Government
naturally expected that as the work on
the fields proceeded and Shafts were sluk
to depthis the probabilities were, takingr
into consider-ation the experience of other11
parts, that water would be struck. While
waiting for developments theo Govern -
ment were by no means idle. They
endearvoured to provide water by the con-.
struction of damis, by boring ini a smatll
way, by the erection of condensers, anld
in other ways as wvell. With regard to
the dams, no doubt the work was, to
some extent, suiccessful, as it afforded a
means of keeping open the road to the
fields at a time when it would otherwise
have been impossible for any team to
travel. Had it not been for these dams
which were constructed at great expense,
and at a time when labour was scarce

and wages high, I do not knowv wvht we
sheould have done. At the same time they
were only partially successful, owing to the
smnallnes of the rainfall. The boring was
not prosecuted as fast as it mrighit have
been or as fast as mnany demianded, hut the
reason wvas that the efforts which the
Governme1nt made were so discouraged by
geologists that they felt it would only be
wasting public money to emibark on works
of that kind, and especially so when they
were told over and over agaHin by qualified
experts; that they would be unsuccessful.
Neverth eless, as so manyv people ex pressed
theCir disbelief in expert advice, the Gov-
erunient decided to bore; but unforeseen
obstacles occurred from lime to time, and,
in far(.t, everything, tended in the direction
of the advice which was given and went
to show that the operations would be
unsuccessful. Even now I can only hope
that, even against the expert advice, it will
be found that the subterranean water
does exist, for if it does it will lie of
material assistance to the scheme which
the Government, by this Bill, propose to
embark upon. In spite of the sinking of
the shafts, in spite of the boring, the
universal drawback to the development of
the fields has been the want of water.
The err water-caie from everywhere,
and I tik when I bring to the notice of
lion. mnembers the very ret telegramis
whaich wer-e recteived by the G-overiunien!.
last summner they will see that the mnatter
was very serious. In fact evenits really
culminated at that period, and, to showv
what the position was, I will iroad One or,
two of the relegrariis that were received,
because there is [W reason Wiry what

happnedx'eter ashouli)d riot lie repeated
to-day. Hon. muemnbers will reinenrher
that last year the traffic on the roa~d to
Coolgard~ie waLs a1rr054t stopped, and the
Government were coipelled, not only to
carry the water they required for thieir
enginies, hut also large quantities for those
engaged in the carr~ying businiess. The
expense involved was very large, but even
that was not the worst part of it, for,
instead of the trains going away laden
with riachinrv arid food for those who
were prosecuiting the industry, they had
to hie sent away laden with water.
I do not think, however, that I need
labour this questio n, btit I will lust
read a few of the telegrams that were
received at the time.

[COUNCIT'.] Wato- Supply Loan Bill.
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From Woolgangie, dlated 2nd January, 1896.
Front Mr. H. Climnie,Jor delegales re transportuat

Woolgangie, to H-on. Sir J. Fos.
Many loaded teams cannot get away want

of water; horses starving;. carriers indignant;.
look out starvation. If you cannot make
better arrangements, carrying must cease, and
the goldfields must starve. Wire what y-ou
intend doin, otherwise all teamsters go
down.

From Woolgangie. dated 1st January, 1896.
Front Mr. H. H. Roche, Chairman of Meeting at

lloolgangje,
Unanimous decision here that unless

20,000 gallons of water is sent daily, carryingr
business must cease, and teams leave fo~r
Northamn.

From Southern Cross, dated 30th December,

From Mr. J. J. Reilly, Edit"~ " Southern Cross
Heroald," to Sir John Forrest, Premier.

Water gone at Woolgangie; absolutely
necessary stop traffic till Watter difficulty over-
come. Only urgency would produce this wire.

Later telegram from same to same, dated
1st, Jaauary 1890;.

Twenty thousand gallons necessary; must
have it: put on all trains; water must be
supplied.

From Woolgangcie, dated 30th December, 1895.
Pront delegates of Committee re transport front

Woolgaagie, to Sir John Forrest, Premier.
One thousand horses here; only twelve

hotiss available supply in data. Wholesale
stampede Tuesday morning;: 20,000 gallons
least daily supply meet emergency.

From Woolgangie, dated 29th December, 1395.
Front Mr. Wi. Thompson, President (jhcnnber of

Mines, to Sir John Forrest, Jrenier.
Cannot too strongly urge upon Govern-

ment absolute and imperative necessity of
sending water to Woolgangia immediately
and without one moment's delay. There are
over 1,000 horses camped here, which must be
supplied; at least 20,000 gallons daily needed;,
if something not clone at once there w'ill be
general stampede from here, and no stores can
possibly be supplied to the fields; please do
make inquiries and act.

Hon. members wvill not require me to read
out a dozen or twenty more of these, for I
am sure those I have already read are
sufficiently convincing to show the state
of affairs at that time. At Kalgoorlie
water was so very scarce and so much so
that in one department, which I have the
hionour to control, I do not know what
the officers would have done if the
Government had not had a condenser
there and had been in a position to supply
at a reasonable rate. At Menzies at one

time the food supplies were very* scarce on
account of the want of water along the
road. Again, capitalists were beginning
to despair. Capitalists who had embarked
thousands of pounds found their money
lying idle and unable to do anything, and
what was mnore exasperating was the
fact that the gOld, in many instances,
was staring them in the face, and they
were unable to secure it owing to there
being no water to separate it from the
earthi. I do not think at that time
there were six mines on the fields that
were in a position to say they could
run ten heads of stanipers for twenty-
four hours continuously. If more
evidence were wanted to prove the
scarcity of water I could produce
niumerous applications for exemptions
which were based on the ground that the
applicants were having to cart water
twelve and even twenty miles for domestic
consumption, and I may say that these
applications were endorsed by' the
wardens. I have shown, I think, that a
great necessity existed for us to do some-
thing to provide water, and, having this in
view, the Government cast about for some
wvay to overcome the difficulty. They
recognised that the state of affairs which
prevailed last summer might prevail
ag'ain; they recognised how unprofit-
ably the railways were being worked;
they recognised how the trade of the
colony was stopped (for I believe that the
Freniantle block was largely due to the
scarcity of waterat the goldfields)-

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: Why did
the Government cut the freights down
then?

TuE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) :I say the Govern-
ment, recognising all these things, cast
about to see if they could not get a scheme
to obviate the difficulties- a scheme
which would give a plentiful supply of
fresh water at a moderate price and
which could be carried out in a reason-
able time. The matter was well con-
sidered by the Government. All sorts of
evidence was taken. Advantage was
taken of the experience and advice of
experts, and finally it was decided to
p~ropose this present scheme which will
cost U.500,000. The Government say
that it is a good schemie-one that will
pay, not only working expenses, but
interest and sinking fund besides. More-
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over, they claim that it will not inflict the
slightest charge on the colony; nor do
they consider that a scheme of this lng-
nitude, which is in the interests of one
particular district and one particular in-
dustry, should do so. Such would not
1)e fair and just to other parts; but, as
this scheme will pay its way, and provide
a sinking fund, it is considered that there
can be no just cause for complaint that
it will prove a harden on the whole colony.
I think I have mentioned it before,
and, if I have, I may repeat it now, that
the Government have not brought for-
wyard this scheme as a, great stroke of
policy, but, on the other hand, have
brought it forward with reluctance and
diffidence, knowing as they do how ob-
jectionable it is to propose that large
loans should be entered into. I do not
propose to weary bon. members by telling
themr that the pipes shall be of this size
or that, or to flood them wvith details as
to the construction, for they will be found
in the report of the Engineer-in-Chief,
which has been laid upon01 the table. To-
night I have had circulated another paper,
showing how the details have been
arrived at. I may just mention that thre
scheme is a simple one, and that it in-
volves the construction of a large reser-
voir in the Darling Ranges. From there
the water will be pumped from p~lace to
place, until the top of Mft. Buarges is
arrived at. The actual height to the top
of the Mount i8 1,S50feet; and there. will
be from. eight to ten pumping stations.
Mt. Purges is 416 feet above Coolgardie,
and 420 feet -above Menczies, so that lion,
members will see that, when once the
water is pumped to its last stage, there
will be sufficient fall for it to gravitate
round the adjacent countr-y. The supply
that will be forwarded will be 5,000,000
gallons per day; and it is proposed to
sell this at a price not exceeding .3s. 6d.
lper 1,000 gallons. This price, it is esti-
mated, will pay working exp~enses, 111-
terest, aud a sinking fund of 3 per cent.,
thus enabling the original cost to lie paid
off in something like twenty-two years.
The supply that will be forwarded will be
used, in the first place, for the railways.
Hon. members will see what a great
advantage it will be to have an adequate
supply of water all along the line, instead
of having to rely upon tanks and damns,
or being compelled to carry it by train.

In the next place, it will be used for
domestic consumption, a blessing none
can estimate who have never been with-
out water. In the next place, it will be
used for batter)' purposes, and, alto-
gether, there is not the slightest doubt
but that the whole of the water will be
used. At the present time I am in
possession of three offers from private
individuals guaranteeing to take the
whole of the water and 1)ut down a
certain sumn of money ats a guarantee.
We all know that the majority of the
mines are composed of low grade ore.
With a good supply of water it will pay
to work them, and what a fillip it will
give the industry if even these mines can
crush night and dlay. I have only to
refer lion. members to many of the Coal-
pantics in Ballarat, where Gdwt. and
?dwt. to the ton are made to pay ; but,
of course, it can only he done on account
of the quantity of water and fuel which
are availabile. Then there aire hundreds
of acres: of alluvial ground which, with
the aid of water, could he turned over,
and there is also what is knowvn as the
cement country wvhich could be washed for
about 20 feet deep. It has been stated
that, if water were plentiful, a quantity
of ground Could be washed which would
give aboutb5oz. to the ton. I do not believe
that; but if it only went half an ounce
to the ton, it wvould be a big tbming,. The
time it is estimated the works will take
to construct is the most .objectionable
part of the schemne; but the Government
have looked round and can see no way
of doing it quicker. I might point out
this, however, that if we cannot do it any
quicker the best thing for us to do is to
commence at once. Of course there are
objections to the scheme, and of those
which appear to be most p)lausible two
p~resent themselves. It is said that the
schenme is not practicable, and that the
work cannot be carried out in the time
mentioned, or for the moiney named. I
think, however, if anyone has given the
matter serious consideration, he will have
no doubt as to its practicability. The
Government have taken the advice of
their skilled expert-the gentleman who
is employed to advise the Government-
and he assures us that the scheme is
thoroughly practicable. When we say
we have taken the advice of the Engineer-
in-Chief, lion. members must bear in
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mind that hie has now a large staff. It
has been necessary to acquire talent in
the W~orks Departmnent, and it happens
that amiong this talent we have obtained
the services Of In Who have had experi-
ence in this p.articular class of work, so
that when we say we have the advice of
the Engineer-in-Chief it carries with it
that we have the advice of those asso-
ciated with him who'have had experience
on works of a similar character. There
is no difficulty about the pumips or- the
pumping. I will read to lion.' members
a letter to Sir John Forrest on this sub-
ject from Mr. Montague Browne. He
save- -

After reading Mr. O'Connor's very modest
35th section r-e istiping poweor, I conclude that
I have sonue matter that will interest you.
The Tasmxanian Gold Mining Company have
good reason to expect, within a month or two,
offers of plant to pump 6,000,000 and 8,00,000
gallons of wvater respectively in twenty-four
hours to 1,500 feet. Their present plant is
pumping over 3,500,000 gallons per day through
718 feet in three lifts, Using 560. horse power.
The engines are on the surface, but if we had
room below, 1,0 feet in one lift could be done
at much less cost. One of the factors of
modern pumping is a quicker valve motion,
.and the cost is reduced by the use of quadruple
expansion enaines and water tithe boilers
(vertica tubes): -and I expect our engines to
pumpt 6,(X000 gallons at not much more than
the present cost of pumping 3,500,00 gallon1s.
Under the circu...stances the iteelinical diffi-
Ulities, ii your water scheme appear to me to
be a very small factor.

Here is another from Alr. H. C. Mais,
M.I.C.E. ]- i ve beeniurPIfeCttNVt

"the sale of two triple expansion duplex
" pumaping engines, of the Worthington

"tp~ahengine beiguapable or raising
" 2,000,000 gallons of water and deliver-
"ing the same at an elevation of 3-20 feet
"above the enigine-honse floor every
"twen t~v-f ourlhours." That does not look
as if theo scheme is impracticable. The
question will no doubt arise, may not Mr.
O'Connor's judgment be wrong; aund, to
controvert that idea, I will refer lion.
members to a, scheme which has r-eceived
the consideration of many' people-a
scheme which is altogether independent
of the Government scheme-and I think
that, reasoning by analogy, I shall he able
to show that our scheme is perfectly
practiable(. Tim scheme I refer to hans
been jut forward 1)' Mr. Wilsont. It is
thte scbeme of private enterprise, and I
shall refer to it to prove that the Govern-

inent scheme is practicable even from the
point of view of those who are bringing
forward anl opposing scheme. The Gov-
ertinlt scemeie proposes to pumip water
from station to station. Air. Wilson's
scheme proposes to pump water to a
height of 170 feet andi a distance of 65
miles. Thus so far they aire parallel
schemes. Mr. Wilson savs:-" At the
"storage reservoir a pumiping plant would

" be erected which would pump thle water
" into a service reservoir to be constructed
"on a hill situate about 25 miles South
"of the storage reservoir. This hill is

"JQ0feetah)qye Menzies township. Should
"this notba sufficient height we cana attain
" any bead required by a slight deviation
" West." If, therefore, it is practicable
to pump 170 feet, it is surely possible to
pump the same height in series, in.
members have no doubt heard of Air.
Jobson. He was engineer for the Gov-
erTnient at one time, and I believe lie
possesses the confidence of every beon.
member. Refen-ing to Mr. Wilson's pro-
lposal, lie says :-" Regarding your scheme
" for supplying these fields with water I
"have to say that, after inspecting the
"site for the resh-voir and the watershed,
"I have no doubt whatever about its
enltire feasibility.' I askliou. members

to apply these words to die Government
scheme. In order to meet the objec-
tions of those bxon. gentlemen who
sayv that they want more evidence as to
the feasibilityv of the scheme than that
which is su.pplied by' the Engineer-in-
Chief, I will quote further from Mr.
Jobson. He says:-" There is no engineer-
" ing- difficulty whatever as regards the
" carrying out of the scheme." Messrs.
Allen, Heart & Co., and Mr. T. Speiglit,
G.E., say :-" There is a, hilt 2.5 miles from
"site of reservoir on the proposed pipe
"line which, lw carefully checked aneroid
"readings, is '170 feet above Menzies.
"Menzies againl is about 4-50 feet above
"Coolgardie. If a pumping plant were
"installed at the reservoir, and the water
forced into a service reservoir on this

"b ill, it would gravitate to Coolgardie. .
11 .. .In conclusion, we may add

" that tire scheme is enrmiently pr~actic-
"able, anld would, we feel sure, be n

"extremely- profitable investmnut."' This
is the evidence of engineers of a private
water scemeie, and it applies with equal
forte to the Government scheme, because
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both schemes are based upon the same
principles. Al1though I may be trespass-
ing somewhat oil the patience of 11on.
members, I desire to conviince themn of the
practicability of the scheme, and. I will
read f urther from the reports of gentle-
mRen. who are eminently capable Of giv-
ing an opinion. Mr. Percival Fowler,
MIC.E., in writing to a, newspaper,
says

Since the Government sciheme for supply-
ing the Coolgardie goldfields with fresh water
from the Greeninount, Ranges was placed
before thle country, I have carefully gone into
all the details that have 'been sebmllitted to the
public, both as affecting the purely engineer-
ing aspect of the scheme and its estimated cost,
1 have had Borne considerable experience
during twenty years of pumping under various
difficelties and varying circumstances, and
have also had the designing of water works
which presentecd fax greater engineering diffi-
culties. I can confidently say, after a futll
examination, that there is act a single
engineering difficuilty in this schemne which
has been presented to Parliament by the
Government jin fact thie scheuino, as an
engineering one, is about as simple as it is
possible to conceive any engineering scheme to
be.

Works of this character arc being constantly
carried out. It is simiply at multipli cation of
pumping stations, all on the same system, to
give a large aggregate result. As regards the
estimates, I consider they would be accepted
by any first-rate contractor in the old country.
There is no doubt iu my mind that this scheme
has beeu worked out with great care and with
the fullest regard to economy of construction
and working expenditeire. It is obvious that
the Government will he very glad to have
figures, facts, and opinious from any qualified
eng-ineer to oppose the scheme or the estimates
which have been prepared in respect of it.
There is not the slightest doubt that, as in every
engineering scheme of magnitudc, there are
niany details which can he modified, anti that
at great deal of care will be requircd in the
organisation of the works unless they aire let
by contract. Onle of the chief ohjectien2S which
has been raised to Mr. O'Connor's scheme is
that the work cannot lie carried out within
the stipulted timec, for thle reason that the
pipes reqiuired could not bc manufactured
within that period. Those, however, who
make this statement do so in ignorance of
facts. I have ne hesitation in Saying that, if
necessary, and if the orders were divided
between the firms which manufacture such
articles in Eingland, the Continent, and the
United States, they could beo delivered within
12 months. Hut there is no0 reason to adopt
this course, as the pipes will only reqjuite to
he delivcred gra~dully, and if deli vered within
two years. will certainly mieet the exigencies
of thle case. I canl imoagie 110 p~roposal which
can possibly compete with this one, which I

consider an absolute necessity for the develop-
nient of the goldfields of this colony. Although
water will, ar I believe, be found en the fields
at a depth, it will not supply the necessities of
the inhabitants, who are increasing daily on
the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie fields, nor will
it supply batteries for many rich mines in the
neighbourhood, which are in course of develop-
ument and sinking for water.

A drought may occur in any year, in which
case not only would the inhabitants of the
fields-as, I say, daily increasing-be in a
very unfortunate position, but possibly many
batteries be obliged to shut down, unless this
scheme is taken in hand at once, I venture,
therefore, to predict that before many years
are passed this schemue to sepply water to the
fields will have proved to be one of the
grandest and boldest and most successful
measures over undertaken by any Govern-
ment, and more especially creditable to the
G-overnment of a young country like Western
Australia. Taken aill round, I believe this
schemie not only to be a sound one, and in the
circumstances the only possible one, but that
the figtires of the Engineer-in-Chief will be
found to bear the strictest scrutiny.

This gentleman is the son of Sir John
Fowler, one of the most eminent engineers
in the world, and bon, memb~ers will
nderstand, therefore, that every word he

says must carry weight with it. I will
now read another opinion, that of Mr. W.
G. Cox, C.E. -Writing to a newspaper,
he says :

Onl the .5tb May last you were good enough
to publish a letter of mine, written froni
Queensland after a, visit to 'Western Austratia,
upon a water supply to the goldfields of
Western Australia. TJhere was also a leader
by you in the same issue upon uiy letter and
the subject of it. in eiy letter, which was the
outcome of a very long experience-sonic 20
years-as an engineer of underground water
supply, the last 14 years of highly successful
work in Queensland, I naturally advocated an
extensive and thorough systemi of deep boring
forMasuppIl At the sauie timie Ifully endorsed
thc Chief Engineer. Mr. O.'Connor's Govern-
ment scheme is a perfectly sound and feasible
one in an engineering sense. Since miy arrival,
a week ago, I have further fully examined Mr.
O'Connor's report, thle Parliamentary state-
ments of the Prenmier (Sir John Forrest), the
debate in Parliamient, and the Press comments,
and I am of opinion, taking a broad view of
the subject, that this Governmenat scheme is,
so far as time and a certain supply of water are
concerned, the best available under the circum-
stances. At the saume time I can see no reason
to alter icly opinion as to the advisability of
pursuing a steady and thorough test of thle
country by thorough deep drilling for sup-
pleiientary local supplies. lThe larger schenme
may in its suiccess cast a cloud uPon, and tend
to check enterprise on the part of the Govern-
mient and others in boring for wrater; but until
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this is done,anddlone efficiently and thoroughly,
until it is clearly and definitely known whether
or not there is available water in thy ground,
this great watier supply- question of W~estern
Australia Will, I am of opinion, niever be satis-
factorily settled.
I Will nOW giVe 1j011. lilem bers at letter
from a gentleman who is well knownI on
the goldfields-Mr. N. W. Harper. I
am giveni to understand that this gentle-
nian has had considerable experiece in
Conne14ction With m~aDv Of the inses, that
he has spen~t a g11reat deal of tim in i the
various districts, and ha&s lived there ;
and, therefore, his ti-slimsony' must he of
Some value. He sawys, in at letter to the
Premier:

I at veI3 1)1 4115td ii deed that, 301R htave
taken so grematal intereist-in this great project,
and I sincerely trust that you will haveu the
unanimous support of all tile 0mmbets oif the
House. I feel certain the scheme will bie an
unqualified success. For the last two yeats T
have strongly adlvocated this Scheme, ats bpeing
tri only certain, pernmanent, and adequate
supply. I have been, inti th colony over four
years, during which pevriodl I have alwrays been
in search of pernment water. During my
supervision of Fraser's Gold Mine, several new
sources of dense water were intersected, and
which appeared permanent when first met
with, but unfortunately with a regular dliaw'
soon became exhausted, consequently another
supply Isad to be explored for, andi so. on at
repe-tition of this, had to be continued in order
to keep) the mill going.

We hear of a great many shafts, bores, oe.,
having met with at great influx of water
sufficient for all iequireiments; how long does
this supply last with anything like the
requirments of a 20-head battery? I venture
to say that there is only ono battery, out of
the numerous plants at work on the Yilgarn
and Coolgardiegtoldfields, that can fairly claim
to have even sufficient to run continuously,
that being South Fraser's; -and then only by a
careful method of returning and using over
and over again. 'This mine has its main shaft
in the bed. of a lake, and no drainage in
that direetion,.

I cannot understand mnen who are identified
with our goldiolds, advocating a lake conserva-
tion scheme; they must know, if they have
lived in these parts and watched the dis-
appear-ance of the salt lakes, that they are
un reliable, only temporary, and only equtal to
requirements wvhen rain falls in the winter
season.

The avem-age evaporation annually is 7 feet,
and in a dry' seson this will be increased, so
that at the time water is most required, viz?.,
in the months of December, Jasnuary, andl
Februamy. these lakes i'e All dry. and I have
no( hsesitation in satying-, notwithstanding.r
exceptioinally good season, that they are all
dry by the vnd of the approaching summer-
Is our large population going to buave these

districts and desert their winos in the future,
as they have done in the past for want of
water?

Look at the exodu.sOf people from our fields,
and the general dissatisfaetion of the sinem-
ployed during exemption period last year-all
for the "-ant of water. 'lis same trouble will
occur every summer until a permanent supply
is obtained.

Artesian Boring-A great many support
this method. Now we will refer (for com-
parison sake) to the other goldfields or mining
mining centres of Australia, where deep shafts
liave bee,,sunk to depths varying from 2,Thflto

,0 feet, viz., Charters Towers, Gymnpie,
Croydon, liendigo, Biallarat, and Moonta. If
artesian water exists in mining dlisticts, as
somec would have us believe, why do, they not
,,et artesian supplies in those mines where
Ncy have reached great depths P Surely a
main shaft will intersect an underground
water current as readily as a 6;-inch bore.

True, they3 bave drainage wrater in some of
those mnines, but only in itasmill minority of
them. The shafts in the IBendigo wines went
through the Water at 300 feet, and there is
every indication that the same will occur
heOre.

cost of water at 4s. pe 1,000 gallons is
remarkably cheap. Providing the mines had
the water, the cost of pumping, wear and
tear of plant would cost the amount, and even
more to land it on the surface.

'The great success of your scheme I am
certain about: the fitillive of any other than a
coastal scheme I am also certain of.

I have no hesitation in staking my rebputa-
tion on what I have statedl in this letter. I
have no axe to grind; have only the welfare of
the colony at heart.

My object in writing to you on this matter
is-you may probably gather something in
what I have said-in support Of Your scheme.

There is no engineering difficulty, about the
wvhole scheme. The distance is only a matter
of pi1X25. The vertical height to pmninp the
water is all every-day occurrence in deep
mines, which is overcome by at series of pump-
ing stations at, say, from 200 to 300 feet
elevation stages. Supposing the height to be
1,000 feet, five stages wvouldi be ample, or just
a repetition of what has, and is now being,
done in the well watered deep nmines of the
world.

I hadl a little experience of lake water when
I owned a quarter of Hope's Hill Mine. [n
good winter seasons we had large sheets of
water, and before the end of November this
wrater had all gone. I believe I anm not ex-
a,gerating when I ay the evaporation on a dry
hot day from the surface of the shallow, dense
lakes is not less than 1 inch per day, at any
rate I have witnessed 6 inches evaporate in a
wck;: so that, taking all these matters into
consideration, I qay the lake Fechente is a
sure failure in a dtry season whien most re-
quired.

The evaporation reaches down many feet
below the surface, so that it is not always

I/
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necessary to have a sheet of water to case
evaporation. Owing to the fiat country the
rmin which falls is absorbed by the dry hot
surface, and is mostly retained for evaporation.

In conclusion, any other schenie than a
coastal one is only putting off the evil day,
and I for one would be very sorry if the
colony does not accept the opportunities they
have now, to have this great problem solved.'

The advantages are so numerous, which
render thein almost indescribable.

Wishing you every success with your
project.
The Government claim for their scheme
that on each day they winl be able to
pump 5,000,000 gallons of good fresh
water, which will be available to those
who require it at a cost of .3s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons, and that this price wvill
include, not only the working expenses,
but the interest and thle sinking fund as
well. We hanve heard a great deal about
alternative schemes, but I may say that
the Government have carefully considered
everything which has been brought under
their notice, and, up) to the present, there
has been nothing which has commended
itself to them. The schemes which will,
no doubt, be submitted by those who
oppose the Government scheme will,
probably, have deep boring for their
basis. I may say at once that thle
Government consider it unwise to spend
more money upon boring, in the face of
what they are told by the experts who
advise them. Geologists say that the
formation of the country does not hold
out the slightest hope of fluffing sub-
terranean water. Perhaps a little of
such water might be found lodged at a,
depth, but there is no hope of finding
artesian water. 'Then, if we resort to
boring, it will take a long time before the
question can be settled, and, even should
it hie found that the experts are wrong,
the supply which (;aU be obtained must
be a very small one, and then there is Cie
alniosteertainty of its being salt. Having,
perhaps, spent years in ])utting downl a
bore, a further long period would have
to elapse in oider to sink a shaft so
that the water could be pumped up in
anything like quantities. While all
this is going on with uncertainty', the
Government scheme, wvhich will give a
certain supply of good water, canl be
carried out. With regard to private
enterprise, I May say that tlie Govern-
inent are somewhat lotli to have anything
to do with it onl account of their past

experience. We have, at the present
time, two railwvays-the Great Southern
and the Midland--which have bo0th been
constructed by private enterprise, and in
bo0th cases the owners, wvant to sell to the
Government. The people who live along
the routes of these railwvays are perfectly
dissatisfied with the railways being in
lpriv'ate hands, and the' are urging upon
the Government to buy out the coin-
panics. Possi bly the day may come when
this will have to be dlone. Again, I
might refer lion. menmbers to a, iatter
which occurred this "cry afternoon. The
Perth water works were construcd by
private enterprise, and so great has beeni
the dissatisfaction among the citizens
that we have had to vote X-220,000 to buy
the works, which are probably not worth
it.

THE HON. R. G. BuRGEs: Why did
you not tell us that before ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): With all this star-
ing us in the face, is it to be wondered at
that the Government are a little afraid of
having anything to do with private enter-
prise ?Even if private enterprise were
allowed to undertake the work, only two
methods would be open for procuring the
water-the one by boring, and the other
by catching the rains which fall from
the heavens. Last session Parliament
decided that private companies should not
be allowed to take water from the coastal
rivers. A Bill was introduced for the
pur~pose of allowing companies to take
such water, but the clause was eliminated
in the Legislative Assembly, and as the
Bill came to this House it only gave the
rig1ht to private companies to take elec-
tricity to the fields. I mightagain bring
Mr. Wilson's prospectus to our aid, for
lie pr-oposes to (10 exactly what the Gov-
ernment intend to early out. He is{ointr
to build ai large reservoir; so axe we. H
proposes5 to construct his in a countr-y
where, it is stated, tliatthie formation of the
ground is of doubtful holding capacity.
The Government, on the contrary, are
going to make their reservoir in an
admittedly good country, where the
capacity of the holding ground is well
known, and where the reservoir of the
Perth Water Works is located. Under Mr.
Wilson's% scheme it is stated that, hiis
reservoircanu be filled by .'of an inch of
rain. Hfowv much more advantageous will
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it he for the Government Scheme w'leu it
is knownI that there is an average rainfall
of 23 inchses at the site of the proposed
reservoir? Mr. Wilson says that hie can
pumip 65 miles with the greatest ease.
If lie can do so why cannot the Govern-
ient? Jn these circumstances I say

that those lion, gentlemen who would
StupJport this private scheme cannot avoid
supporting the Government scheme, be-
cause the two are practically identical,
but with the Government scheme there is
the advantage that, the water can be
supplied at 3s. Gd. per 1,000 gallons, while
under Mr. Wilson's scheme the charge
will be 10s. per 1,000 gallons. Then,
Under Mr. Wilson's scheme, only 2 per
centt. is set apart to cover the cost of
maintenance. &c., whereas tinder the
Government schemre about 6 per cent, is
set apart. In criticising Mir. Wilson's
Scheme I do not say it is not a good scheme,
nor do I say that the Government wish
to check private enterprise. Onl the con-
trary we are prepared to help the pro-
inioters, kind we have already given an
undertaking that, if ainy fairly reasonable
private Bill is introduced, the Govern-
mneat will offer no opposition to it. I do
not think wve ('an do anything which is
more fair than that. My own opinion
is that not onlyv will all the water
of the Government scheme be required.
but that the water of liany private
schemes can be utilised as well. It is a
matter of great gnatificaition to the Gov-
ernment to see how their scheme has
been received. On the whole it has been
well received. Atflrst it was consideredas
a gigantic undertaking which wvas too
large for the colony to emhark in, but as
the people got to know more ab~out it.
they beganI to look upon it in the Same
light as the Government did. There is not
the slighitest doubt that when it is corn-
ileted it will give anI impetus to the
gld mining industry, and will be ofgreat

benefit to the inhabitants of Western
Australia- Iwas alniostgoingto say to the
whole world. Agrain, We mnay tttk it as
sonie evidence of the iracticaibilitY of the
scheme that the Legislative Asseil)l
has passed it without a division. I do
not men' to sa v that we should he
guided altogether by that, but it is some
evidence in the direction T have referred
to. I1 do nott conisider it belongs to the
functions of this House to enter into the

details of at scheme of this kind; these
are rather ai matter for consideration by
another p~lace. The principle, however,
involves a scheme of such magnitude and
tremendous issues that I ask bon. mem-
bers to give it their calm consideration.
It involves one of those issues which this
House should look into in its judicial
capacity. We may take it that the
Legilative Assemibly has% decided that
the scheme is practicable. and it is uow
for- its to Say, whether we are in accord
with them that so large an) atmunt
should he spent. Call thle colony afford
to do the work? Are we justified inl
undertaking it, and is it to the interests
of the colony ats a whole that we should
embark upon it? The anticipated results
that will accrue front it are of the highest
character. We have only to look round
anti imagine what at scheme of this kind
will do. What a great thing will it lie
for Western Australia if we can see a

Ilarge population at our goldfields amply
supplied with water for ordinary purposes,
and see hundreds of batteries working
nighit and day. As regards the financial
aspect, our position in the money market
is better than ever it was. It has been
said that the schenme will increase our
indebted ness per head to too great an
extent, but, in reply to this, I can only say
that I trust our population is going to

Iincrease largely before this money is
expended. If people come here at the

irate they have been coming during the
pa-st few Years, the indebtedness per
head wvill not be in any way increased
iby the adoption of this scheme. In
the past, notwithstanding the great
Water difficulties that have existed, people
have come here, and is it not reason-
able to suppose that there will be aI still
greater influx when these difficulties are
swept away ? The Government have not
introduced this scheme without feeling
the grave sense of responsibility Which
attaches to them. It involves'a large
loanl, and they- have brought it forward
with reluctance on this account. They
were, however, thoroughly convinced that
somnething must be done, otherwise our
gold mining industry must almost cease.
Grave ats is the responsibility of the
Governmutent in 1bringi ng this forward.

'ii, twi greater resp)onsibilIities now rest
with the inembers of this Rouse. It has
been agreed to by the more direct repre-
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sentatives of the people, and it is now
for us to take the responsibility of saying
whether it shall be carried out or not. I
can only trust that lion. members will see
their way to assent to this Bill, and thus
give relief to thousands of people upon
our goldfiels, who are in need of it. Sir,
I mnove that this Bill be now read a second
time.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Ihavebeen
requested to mlove that the debate be
adjourned until this day week. Hon.
memibers arc aware that a great responsi-
bility attaches to them, not only Onl
account of the goldfields, but in regard to
the colony at large;i and they feel it would
be almost indecent for thenm to ipass such
a measure as this at one sittingo, even if
they were inclined to do so. They feel
that they should have timoeto read, mark,
and digest the admirable speech which
has beea addressed to them this evening
by the Hon. Minister for Mines. In these
circum stances I move that the debate he
adjouned until this day week.

Motion put and passed.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 8-4-5 o'clock, pan., ad-

journed until Wednesday, 19t~h August,
1896, at 4-30 o'clock, p.

3ft(cis nI ib e as slI b I ),

''Tursday, 18176 Anugnst, 1896.

Question: Condition of North Fremiantle Road Bridge
-

3 fotitn: JointConsnmittee on Bridges over Railway
in Perth -Marri ed Women's Property Act Amend-
mnent Hill ;first reading-Transear of Land Act
Amendment Bill first reading-Oonstitutioi Act
Amendment (Re-distrilrnrion of Seets) Bill! re-
con, mitted-Streete and Roads (Oreeninoont and
Marble Bar) Closure Bill: second reading -Federnl
Council Reference Bill: second reading; in coi-
lnittea-Ad~ournibnt.

TnE SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 o'clock, p1 m.

PRAYERS.

QEIESTION-CONDITEON OF NORTH
FETIANTfLE ROAD BRIDGE.

MR. MOSS, ill accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works,-
( i.) Whether the Government were aware
of the condition of the traffic bridge over

*the Swaa River at Northi Freniantle;
(z.) Whether the Government had re-
cently had a report fromn any of their

*engineers as -to the safety for traffic of
the said bridge; (3.) W~hether the
Government intended laying such report
(if any) on the Table of the House; (4.)
If a report had not been recently obtained,
whether the Government would instruct
an engineer eniployed by the department
to marke a, swwcvy of the bridge, so that
the public safety might not be enda ngered.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied-
(i.) The Government have no information
whatever leading it to doubt the stability
of the North Freman tle Road Bridge.
(2.) The last report is dated 17th April,
1895. (3.) It was not intended to lay the
report on tile table of the House, but
for the lion, mnember's information, I
will, with permission, lay copies of reports
received on the S Ubject si nce 11Ith Feb-
ruary, 1893. (4.) A further survey and
inspection of the bridge will be made
forthwith.

MOTION-JOINT COMMlITTEE ON
BRIDGES OVER RAILWAY

IN PERTH.

THir COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. }'iesscu), in aIccorld-
ance With notice, mnoved "That, inl tie

when one or more dray- bridges over

Bridges over Railwa:y.


