Ezpart of Guano.
Fegislutibe Couneil,

Thursday, 13th August, 1896.

Guano: export of—Coolgardie Water Sn]l)ply: rivate
proposals re ting—~Transfer of Land Act Amend-
mént Bill: third reading—Municipal Institutions
Act Amendment Bill : second rending ; committee—
Perth Water Worka: proposed purchase of—Agri-
cultura] Lands Purchnse Bill : committee—Adoption
of Children Bill : committee—~Coolgardie Goldfields
Wlltgr Supply Loan Bill ; second reading—Adjourn.
men

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 430 o'clock,
pm.
' GUANO--EXPORT OF.

Tee Hox. W. ALEXANDER asked
the Minister for Mines,—(1.) Whether,
owing to the continued and increasing
demand for manures by fruit-growers and
farmers, to enable themn to supply to the
fullest extent local grown products, the
Government were prepared to introduce
legislation prohibiting the export of guane
from any part of the colony. (2.} If the
Government would endeavour to prevent
any further export of guano. particularly
from the Abrolhos, and have the deposits
examined.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied, as follows:—
(t.) The Government had received offers
from the lessees of the islands to sell
their rights to the Government, but the
price wag considered much in excess of
the nett value of the deposits. (z.) The
withdrawal (in event of a sale) of the
lessees’ staff of labour, permanently
stationed on the islands, would so con-
siderably increase the cost of shipping
the guano that the cost would nuch
exceed the price that the lessees now
supply it f.o.b. to purchasers. (3.) A
thorough and detailed survey and exami-
nation of the deposits by a competent
officer would be necessary before a correct
estimate of the amount and value of
deposits yet remaining on the island
could be ascertained. (4.) The Govern-
ment quite realise that these guano
deposits are of considerable value to our
producers as a fertiliser, but no practic-
able scheme of economically working them
has yet been suggested better than the
present method of purchasing cargoes
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from the lessees, who supply cargoes at
30s. per ton f.ob.

COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY — PRI-
VATE PROPOSALS RESPECTING.

Tre How. §, H. PARKER: We have
now before us a Bill to enable the Govern-
ment to raise £2,500,000 for the purpose
of a water supply at the goldfields. We
are all agreed, I take it, that it is abso-
lutely necessary that these fields should
be supplied by some means or other, and
the object I have in moving the resolu-
tion which stands in my name is that,
before expending this large sum of money,
the House shall be satisfied in regard to
any reasonable proposals which would in
all probahility have the effect, if the con-
cessions asked for were granted, of sapply-
ing this needfnl water to the fields. I
have no doubt that the Government,as well
as those gentlemen who are strongly in
favour of the Bill which is now before
the House, recogpise that we should not
commit the colony to this large expendi-
ture without the fullest information, and
I therefore move: — “That the Hon.
the Minister for Mines be requested
to furnish this House with a statement
giving particulars of all proposals made
to the Government during the past two
years relative to the supply of fresh
water to the Coolgardic Goldfields or
any part thereof; the names of the
companigs or persons by whom such
proposals were made; the concessions
asked for; and showing how such pro-
posals were dealt with by the Govern-
ment,” T do not ask that the whole of
the papers shall be 1aid on the table. It
will be sufficient for my purpose if the
hon. gentleman will give us, shortly, an
abstract showing the proposals which
have been made; the concessions which
have been asked for; the names of the
persons or companies who have made the
proposals, and showing in what way the
Government have dealt with them. I
now move the resolution.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I have only to state
that I shall he very pleased to furnish
the hon, member with the information
he has asked for as far as I possibly
can,

Question put and passed.

Motion agreed to.
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TRANSFER OF TLAND ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
pagsed, and ordered to be transwmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : By this Bill it is pro-
posed to alter the present Act in two or
three ways. The first is to provide for
the licensing of weighbridges. Then it
is proposed to deal with the preservation
of public decency and public health, and
to amend secction 105 of the principal
Act by adding these worda: “ For the
erection in any public place of one or

more machines or engines, with a suitable.

house or building thereto, for the weigh-
ing of vehicles conveying any goods or
merchandise whatsoever.” In regard to
the weighbridges it is provided that the
Council may either comstruct them or
license them so that goods and merchan-
dise may be weighed whenever desired.
Clause 4 states that every vehicle used for
carrying must be weighed and the weight
of it patnted upon it in legible characters.
This will enable any person to purchase,
say, a ton of wood and to have it weighed
while it is upon the vehicle, because the
weight of the vehicle will be known.
The Bill 15 a useful one, and I move that
it be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to.

Clause 4—* Vehicles to have their
weight, &c., painted on conspieuous part:”

Tae Hon. F.T. CROWDER : T notice
that nothing is said in this clause as to
giving notice when weighbridges have
been erected.  There should be some
nolice given in the Government Gazetle,
otherwise when the Council construct
weighbridges it will be hard to subject
persons to a penalty for not complying
with the regulations.

Tae Hox.D. K. CONGDON : Tagree
with the honr. member that some notice
should be given before these regulations
are allowed to come into force.

[COUNCIL.]
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Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Perhaps some legal
gentleman may be able to tell us whether
there is any section in the Municipal Act
which would necessitate such a notice
being given.

Tare Horx. F. M. STONE : T move that
progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported.

PERTH WATER WORKS—PROPOSED
PURCHASE OF.

Tee PRESIDENT (Hou Bir G.
Shenton) announced the rveceipt of the
following message from the Legislative
Assembly :(—

« Mr. President,

“The Legislative Assembly having this
“day passed the following Resolution,
“ viz,: —‘ That this House approves of the
“«purchase by the Government of the
“Perth Water Works for a sum of
' £280,000 presents the same to the
* Legislative Council for its conenrrence.

“Jas. & LEE SrEERE,
“ Speaker.

* Legislative Assembly Chamber, Perth,
“12th August, 1896.”

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H Wittencom): By leave of the
House, as this is a matter of some
urgency, I would ask hon. members to
deal with this Message at once. The
object of it is to enable the Government
to purchase the Perth Water Works, and
I may tell hon. members that if they give
this anthority a Bill will be intreduced
very shortly to provide for their manage-
ment. It 1s desired that the Government
shall have this authority as soon as
possible, that they may make arrange-
ments to obtain further pipes so as to
provide an adequate supply of water for
the city during the coming summer, and
thus prevent anything like the water
famine which was experienced last year.
Hon. members know the details of the
whole matter, and I need not go into
them at the present moment. I will,
therefore, simply ask them to concur in
the resolution of the Legislative Assemb]y

Tue Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS:
have much pleasure in seconding tlns
motion, not only because T represent the
Metropolitan Province and occupy the
position of Mayor of Perth, but because T
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think it is in the interests of the whole [ limited time: I helieve the option ex-

colony that these works should bhe pur-
chased. T must say that I think the
thanks of the City Council are due to the
(Government for the action they have
taken in this matter.

Tae Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: Whilst I
sympathise with this motion I think the
loan required to purchase these works
should be a metropolitan one and not a
general one.  Probably if is the only way
in which this matter may be grappled
with, but I do think that loans for water
supply should be local ones, and should
not affect the whole celony.

Tue Hox. S. H. PARKER.: How does
the Government propose to pay for the
works ?

Tue MINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon. -

E. H. Wittencom) : T may explain that
this resolution is merely preliminary to a
Bill.

Tue Hox. R. G. BursEs: But if we
agree to this resolution we vote the
money.

Tex MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : T might say that the
Government have these works under
offer to them ounly for a certaiu tiine, and
if they do not take the chance which is
given to them they may lose them alto-
gether. It is generally considered that
water works should be in the hands of
either the Grovernment or the Munici-
pality. At the present time, it is beyond
doubt, the Municipality is unable to
acquire them, and the Government have
stepped in so that they may help the
citizens. A Bill will shortly be brought
down which will provide for a board
having powers to issue debentures for the
purchase of the works. This board will
manage them, and the price charged for
water will be such as will cover all ex-
penses. There will, therefore, be no loss
to the State. This 1s not intended to he
a gift to the people of Perth, but it is
part of a scheme which the Government
have in hand for helping all towns o
obtain water where they are unable to
help themselves. In an important matter
like this I think hon. members should
give the Government credit for doing
what is right, and I can assure them
when the Bill comes down they will be
satisfied with the provisions which it
contains. The Government have the
right to purchase these works only for a

pires to-morrow. If the matter were not
one of urgeney I should noit ask hom.
members to deal with it without further
time for consideration.

Tue Hoxn. F. T. CROWDER : I trust
no objection will be taken to this resolu.
tion, beczuse it is one of the most impor-
tant matters we shall be called upon to
deal with this session. Everyone who
has lived in Perth 1s aware of the posi-
tion in regard to the water supply. 1,
myself, have several times pointed out the
position to the Premier. Last summer
when the main was running day and
pight there was not sufficent water
coming in to meet half the demand.
This vear the population of Perth has
heen doubled, and althongh we may pass
this resclution, T feel sure we shall ex-
perience a wmost serious water famine.
Still, if we agree to this, it will enable the
Grovernment to obtain further pipes, and
thus minimise the evil as far as possible;
but I can only say God help the people
who have to live in Perth next summer.

Tae Hos. R. G. BURGES : Tt seems
to me an extraordinary thing that a
measure of this sort should be run
through the House in about a wminute,
and it also appenrs somewhat inconsistent
to find hon. members, who are willing to
support this, opposing another Bill which
is before us. By adopting such a course
they seem to be considering themselves,
but deo not seem to care for those who, in
other places, are starving for water.
Some hon. members are ever ready to
vote away money when it concerns them-
selves, but they have no consideration
when it concerns others. Some hon.
members ave saying why should the
Government borrow £2,500,000 to supply
the goldfields with water. We might
just as well say why should they pay
£220,000 for these works.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton): The hon. member must not
impute motives.

Tre Hox. K. G. BURGES: I with-
draw any expression which may attribute
motives, but T propose that the matter
be considered at the next sitting of the
House.

Tre Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: I am
somewhat of the same opinion as the
Hou. Mr. Burges, and I can see very
many reasons why the matter should not
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be rushed through. These water works
may not be large enough.

Tre Hon. F. T. CrowpDEr: There is
plenty of water but no mains.

Tue Hown. C. E. DEMPSTER : Even
80, it would be as well to delay the maiter
somewhat so as to obtain farther infor-
mation. T shall support the Hon. Mr,
Burges in his efforts to have the con-
sideration of the resolution deferred until
the next meeting of the House.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I should just like to
say that this is a matter where the hands
of the Government have been forced.
The position is this: the water works are
in the hands of a foreign company, and
there are several people trying to pur-
chase the rights. The Municipality of
Perth has the privilege, within three
years, of purchasing them at a sum some-
thing like £220,000. At the present
time the works are not managed 1n such
a way as to give universal satisfaction;
in fact it is notorious that the want
of water has led to many ill effects.
The consequence has heen that repre-
gentations have been made to the Gov-
ernment to acquire the works, but it
has been thought that, rather than pur-
chase them for the Municipality, the
Government should purchase them for
themselves, and place them under the
control of a board which will work them
in theinterests of the citizens. The City
Council has surrendered its rights, and
the Government has taken its place. The
works will be altogether reproductive, so
that there need be no fear of any loss.
The working expenses, interest, and sink-
ing fund will be paid out of the rate, and
any surplus will go towards reducing the
rate. The board will have power to issue
debentures, and these will be cashed by
the Government to enable the works to
be purchased. If hon. members will take
my assurance in the matter, I can tell
then ihat when the Bill comes before
them they will be perfectly satisfied, but,
as a matter of urgency, I ask them to
agree to this resolution now.

Tue How. D. K. CONGDON : I hope
hon. members will agree to the resolution.
Perth is very badly off for water; in
fact, last summer there was almost a
water famine. If we do not trust the
Government now the option may expire,
and the works may get into other hands

[COUNCIL.]
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and cost more to ohfain in the future
than they will now.

Tex Hon. F. T. CROWDER: 1 can
quite see that the Hon. Mr. Burges’
remarks were levelled at me, but they go
off like water from a duck’s back. I may
tell hon. members, with regard to the
scheme, that there is sufhicient water in the
reservoir tolastiwoand a half years, but the
pipes are not large enough to bring down
what is required, and there is nothing to
compel the present owners to put in more
pipes. The City Council has tolevy a ls.
rate, and this pays sufficient for the
working expenses, sinking fund, and
interest. There need be no fear, there-
fore, of there being any loss to the State.

Tre Hox. H. J. SATNDERS: Tshould
like to explain ——

Tex Hon. R. G. Boress: I do not
want any more explanation.

Tre Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS: I should
like to say that the Government cannot
get another scheme, because the City
Council is bound to levy a rate in the
interest of this parficular company.

Tae Hox. R. G. BURGES: I beg to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Resolution agreed to.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.

Clause 8—* Sources of funds not more
than £200,000 for purposes of this Act:"”

Tue How. F. M. STONE: I move
that progress be reported. The Bill was
only read a second time yesterday, and we
have not yet bhad an opportunity of
putiing any amendments we may have
upon the Notice Paper.

Tue Hown. 8. H. Parer: Would the
hon. member mind stating the effect of
the amendments he wishes to propose ?

Tae Hor. F. M. STONE: In Clause 4
I propose that the board shall continue
to hold office for five years and shall not be
at the will of the Government.

Tae How.J. W. HackErT : Supposing
one of them turns out to be a rogue ?

Tae Hon. F. M. STONE: Then I
propose that any offer which iz made
shall be a binding one. In Clavse 7 I
propose to strike out the words «If the
Land Purchase Board shall report, etc.,”
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and say, “If the Land Purchase Board * I weove that “forty ¥ be struck out, and

shall recemmend.”  Then,in Clause 12, T
propose to insert a provision under which,
if there are two applicants for any par-
ticular land, it shall be decided by hallot
which of thew shall have it.

Tue Hox, F. T. CROWDER : T trust
that the motion will be carried. T have
several other wmendments which, if tine
is given, I shall he able to place upon
Notice Paper.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I need only say that
I am always willing to afford hon. mem-
bers as much time as possible, but in this
instance I am afraid that the desire to
improve the Bill is not a sincere one. I
take it that this motion is only made with
the view to stopping the progress of the
Bill because hon. members were defeated
last night.

Tue How. F. M. Srone: Is the hon.
member in order in imputing motives ?

Tue CHAIRMAN (Hon. 8ir G. Shen-
ton): I think it would be drawing the
line rather fine to construe the hon.
member's words inte an impuiation of
motives.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon,
E. H. Wittenoom}: I willingly withdraw
them, but I may point out that if the
hon. members wished to moke these
amendwments they had ample oppor-
tunity of giving notice of them yesterday.
However, I shall place myse]f in the
hands of hon. members, although I shall
oppose the adjournment.

Tue How. S. H. PARKER: It seems
to me the hon. member might just as
well consent to report progress. It will
be a saving of time if we have the
amendments on the Notice Paper, but it
should be understood that hon. members
place them upon the Paper.

Motien put and passed.

Progress reported.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BILL.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clauses 1 to 2 agreed to.

Clavse 3-—*“By whom female child
may be adopted.”

Tee Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: In sub-
section 4 of this clavse I notice that
before a married man can adopt a female
child he must be forty years older than

the child. I think this is too much, and

“thirty” be inserted in lieu thereof.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): This is a private
member’s Bill, and T am unable to say
what the object was in fixing the age at
forty vears.

Tre Howx. A. B. KIDSON : I think
we should consider the question from the
point of view of whether forty is a
reasonable age or not. I do not think it
is.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I think the olject
in fixing forty is that the person who
adopts the child should not be too young
to take cure of it.

Question—That the words proposed to
be ‘struck out stand part of the clause—
put.

! The eommittee divided with the follow-
ing result:—

Ayes 7

Noes 8

Majority for 1

\ NoES.

The Hon. W. Alexander

The Hon. F. T. Crowder

The Hon. J. W, Hackett

The Hon. A. B. Kidson

The Hon E. McLarty

The Houw. J. E. Rlchnrdson

The Hon, F. M. Stone

The Hon. 8. J. Haynes
(Teler).

AYES.

The Houn, H. Brigzs
The Hon. BR. G. Burges
The Hon. D. K. Congdon
The Hon. C. E. Dempster
The Hon. W. Spencer
The Hon. E. H, Witteroom
The Hon. C. A. Piesse

{Tetler).

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—“ By whom male child may
be adopted :”

THE HON A, B. KIDSON: I move
that the word “forty” in this clause be
struck out, and * thu'ty“ be inserted in
lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

The remaining clauses were agreed to,
the Bill reported, and the report a,dopted

At 580 o'clock, p.m., the PRESIDENT
(Hon. Sir G. Shenton) left the chair
until 7-30 o’clock, p.m.

On resuming,

SUPPLY LOAN BILL.

SECUND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Sir, io introducing
this, the most important Bill of the

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
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session, I would crave the indulgence of
hon. members for a short time while I
endeavour to place before them, as plainly
as 1 cam, the details of the propesal of
the Government, and the reasons which
have led to the introdnction of a measure
of such great magnitude and immense pos-
sibilities. I peed hardly say more re-
garding the Bill than to read the title,
which 15 *“ An Act to authorise the raising
of a sum of £2,500,000 by Loan for the
purpose of providing a Permanent Water
Supply for the Coolgardie Goldfields.”
In that there is the whole gist of the
Bill, and, if T were to explain every clause,
I could not put hon. members in pos-
session of more information concerning
it. T may, perhaps, mention that Clause
4 provides that the sinking fund in this
particular instance shall be £3 per cent.
The other clauses merely deal with the
method in which the money is to be
raised. Ever since the first discovery of
gold in the colony the want of water has
been the greatest drawback to the prompt
development of the industry. In the
first place there has Dbeen no surface
water where the reefs have existed, and,
in the next place. very little has been
found by sinking, and even then what
Tlittle there has been has proved to be salt
and unfit for consumption. In some
instances it has been possible to condense
the salt water, and thus emable those
engaged upon the industry io further
prosecute their researches, but the absence
of fresh water has militated against
the prompt development of our gold
resources. At the outset the Government
naturally expected that as the work on
the fields proceeded and shafts were sunk
to depths the probabilities were, taking
mfo consideration the experience of other
parts, that water would be struck. While
waiting for developments the Govern-
ment were by no means idle. They
endeavoured to provide water by the con-
struction of dams, by boring in a small
way, by the erection of condensers, and
in other ways as well. With regard to
the dams, no doubt the work was, to

[COUNCIL]

some extent, successful, as it afforded » .

means of keeping open the road to the
fields at a time when it would otherwise
have been impossible for any team to
travel. Had it not been for these dams
which were constructed at great expense,
and at a time when labonr was scarce

Water Supply Loan Bill.

and wages high, I do not know what we
should have done. At the same time they
were only partially successful, owing to the
smallness of the rainfall. The boring was
not prosecuted as fast as it might have
been or as fast as many demanded, but the
reason was that the efforts which the
Government made were so discouraged by
geologisis that they felt it would only be
wasting public money to embark on works
ot that kind, and especially so when they
were told over and over again by gualified
eyperts that they would be unsuccesstul.
Nevertheless, as so many people expressed
their-disbelief in expert advice, the Gov.
crnment decided to bore; but unforeseen
obstacles occurred from lime fo time, and,
in fact, evervthing tended in the direction
of the advice which was given and went
to show that the operations would be
unsuceessful.  Even now I ¢an only hope
that, even against the expert advice, it will
be found that the subterranean water
does exist, for if it does it will he of
material agsistance to the scheme which
the Grovernment, by this Bill, propose to
embark upon. In spite of the sinking of
the shafts, in spite of the boring, the
universal drawback to the development of
the fields has been the want of water.
The cry—water—came from evervwhere,
and T think when T bring to the notice of
hon, members the very wrgent telegrams
which were received by the Government
last summer they will see that the matter
was very serious.  In fact events rveally
culminated at that pertod, and, to show
what the position was, 1 will read one or
two of the telegrams that were received,
hecause there is po veason why what
happened vesterday should not be repeated
to-day. Hon. members will remember
that last vear the traffic on the road to
Coolgardie was almost stopped, and the
Government were vonpelled, not only to
carry the water they required for their
engines, but also large quantities for those
engaged in the carryving business. The
expense involved was very lurge, but even
that was not the worst part of it, for,
instead of the trains going away laden
with machinery und food for those who
were prosecuting the industry, they had
to be sent away laden with water.
I do not think, however, that I need
labour this question, but I will just
read a few of the telegrams that were
received at the time,
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From Woolgangie, dated 2nd January, 1806,

From Mr, H. Climic, for delegutes, re transport ab
Woolgangie, o Hon. Sir J. Forrest.

Many loaded teams cannot get away want
of water ; horses starving ; carriers indignant ;
look out starvation. If you cannot make
hetter arrangements, carrying must cease, and
the goldfields must starve. Wire what you
intend doing, otherwise all teamsters go
down.

From Woclgangie, dated 1st January, 1896,
From Mvy. H. H. Rocke, Chairman of Meeling ai
Woaolgangie,

Cnanimous decision here that unless
20,000 gallons of water is sent daily, carrying
business must cease, and teams leave for
Northam.

From Sonthern Cross, dated 30th December,
1895
From Mr. J. <J.- Reilly, Editcr “-Sowthern -Cross
Herald,” Lo Sir John Forrest, Premier.
Water gone at Woolgangic; absolutely
necessury stop traffic till water dificulty over-
come. Only urgency would produce this wire.

Later telegram from same to same, dated
1st, Junuary 189G.
Twenty thounsand gallons necessary; must
have it; put on all trains; water must he
supplied.

From Woulgangie, dated 30th December, 1895,
From delegates of Commitlee re transport from
Woolgangie, Lo Sir John Ferrest, Premier.

One thousand horses herc; only twelve
hours available supply in dam. Wholesale
stampede Tuesday morning: 20,000 gallons
lcast daily supply meet ewergency.

From Woolgangie, dated 20th December, 1395,
From Mr. W. Thompson, FPresident Chamber of
AMinas, Lo Sir John Fervest, V'remier,

Cannot too strongly wrge upon Govern-
ment absolute and imperative neeessity of
sending water to Woolgangic lmmediately
and without one moment’s delay. There ave
over 1,000 horses camped here, which mnst be
supplied ; atleast 20,000 gallons daily needed ;
if something not done at once there will he
general stampede from here, and no stores can
possibly be supplied to the fields; please do
make inquiries and act.

Hon. members will not require me to read
out a dozen or twenty more of these, for I
am sure those I have already read are
sufficiently convincing to show the state
of affairs at that time. At Kalgoorhe
water was so very scarce and so much so
that in one department, which I have the
honour to control, I do not know what
the officers would have done if the
Government had not had a condenser

there and had been in & position to supply |

at a reasonable rate. At Menzies at one
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I time the food supplies were very scarce cu
I account of the want of water along the
L road. Again, capitalists were beginning
todespair. Capitalists who had embarked
thousands of pounds found their money
Iving idle and unable to do anything, and
what was more exasperating was the
fact that the gold, in many instances,
was staring them in the face, and they
were unable to secure it owing to there
being no water to sepurate it from the
earth. I do not think at that time
there were six mines on the fields that
were in a position to say they could
run ten heads of stampers for Lwenty-
four hours continuously. If more
" evidence were wanted to prove the
scarcity of water I could produce
nuHiérots dpplications foi exémptions
which were based on the ground that the
applicants were having to cart water
twelve and even twenty miles for domestic
consumption, and I may say that these
applications were endorsed by the
wardens. T have shown, I think, that a
great necessity existed for us to do some-
thing to provide water, and, having thisin
view, the Government cast about for some
way to overcome the difficulty. They
recognised that the state of affairs which
prevailed last summer might prevail
again; they recognised how unprofit.
ably the railways were being worked;
they recognised how the trude of the
colony was stopped (for I helieve that the
Fremantle block was largely due to the
scarcity of waterat the goldfields)—

Tre How. F. T. Crowper: Why did
the Government cut the freights down
then ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I say the Govern.
ment, recognising all these things, cast
about to see if they could not get a scheme
to obviate the difficulties—-a scheme
which would give a plentiful supply of
fresh water at a meoderate price and
which could be carried out in a reason-
able time. The matter was well con-
sidered by the Government. All sorts of
evidence was taken. Advantage was
taken of the experience and advice of
experts, and finally it was decided to
propose this present scheme which will
cost. £2,500,000. The Government say
that it is a good scheme—one that will
pay, not only working expenses, but
nterest and sinking fund hesides. More-
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aver, they ¢laim that it will not inflict the
slightest charge on the colony; nor do
they consider that a scheme of this mag-
nitude, which is in the interests of one
particular district and one particular in.
dustry, should do so. Such would not
he fair and just to other parts; but, as
this scheme will pay its way, and provide
a sinking fund, it is considered that there
can be no just cause for complaint that
it will prove a burden on the whole colony.
I think I have mentioned it before,
and, if T have, I may repeat it now, that
the Government, have not brought for-
ward this scheme as a great stroke of
policy, but, on the other hand, have
brought it forward with reluctance and
diffidence, knowing as they do how ob-
jectionable it is to propose that large
loans should be entered into. I do not
propose to weary hon. members by telling
them that the pipes shall be of this size
or that, or to flood them with details as
to the construction, for they will be found
in the report of the Engineer-in-Chief,
which has been laid npon the table. To-
night I have had circulated another paper,
showing how the details have been
arvived ut. T may just mention that the
scheme is a simple one, and that it in-
volves the construction of a large reser-
voir in the Darling Ranges. From there
the water will be pumped from place to
place, until the top of Mt Burges is
arrived at. The actual height to the top
of the Mount is 1,350 feet; and there will
be from eight to ten pumping stations.
Mt. Burges is 416 feet above Coolgardie,
and 420 feet above Menzies, so that hon.
members will see that, when once the
water is pumped to its last stage, there
will be sufficient fall for it to gravitate
round the adjacent country. The supply
that will be forwarded will Le 5,000,000
gallons per day; and it is proposed to
sell this at a price not exceeding 3s. 6d.
per 1,000 gullons. This price, it is esti-
mated, will pay working expenses, in-
terest, and a sinking fund of 3 per cent.,
thus enabling the original cost to be paid
off in something like twenty-two years.
The supply that will be forwarded will be
used, in the first place, for the railways.
Hon. members will see what a great
advantage it will be to have an adequate
supply of water all along the line, instead
of having to rely upon tanks and dams,
or being compelled to carry it by train.

[COUNCIL ]
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In the wvext place, it will be used for
domestic consumption, a Dblessing uone
can estimate who have never been with-
out, water. TIn the next place, it will be
used for Dbattery purposes, and, alto-
gother, there iz not the slightest doubt
but that the whole of the water will be
used. At the present time I am in
possession of three offers from private
individuals guaranteeing to take the
whole of the water and put down a
cerfain sun of money as a guarantee.
We all koow that the majority of the
mines are composed of low grade ore.
With a good supply of water it will pay
to work them, and what a fillip it will
give the industry if even these mines cun
crush night and day. I have only to
refer hon. members to mnany of the com-
panies in  Ballurut, where 6dwt. and
7dwt. to the ton are made to pay; but,
of gourse, it can only be done on account
of the quantity of water and fuel which
arve available. Then there are hundreds
of acres of alluvial ground which, with
the ald of water, could be twrned over,
and there 1s also what is known as the
cement country, which could be washed for
about 20 feet deep. It has been stated
that, if water were plentiful, a quantity
of ground could be wushed which would
give ubout Soz. to the ton. Idonot believe
that; but if it only went half an cunce
to the ton, it would be a big thing. The
time it is estimated the works will take
to construct .1s the most objectionable
part of the scheme; but the Government
have looked round and can see no way
of doing it quicker. T might point out
this, however, that if we cannot do it any
quicker the best thing for us to do is to
commence at once. Of course there are
objections to the scheme, and of those
which appear to be most plansible two
present themselves. I is said that the
scheme 1s not practicable, and that the
work cannot be c¢arried out in the time
mentioned, or for the money nawmed. I
think, however, if anyone has given the
matier serious consideration, he will have
no doubt as to its practicability. The
Government have taken the advice of
their skilled expert—the gentleman who
is employed to advise the Government—
and he assures us that the scheme is
thoroughly practicable. When we say
we have taken the advice of the Engineer-
in-Chief, hon. members must bear in
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mind that he has now a large staff. It
has been necessary to acquire talent in
the Works Department, and it happens
that among this talent we have ohtained
the services of men who have had experi-
ence in this particular class of work, so
that when we say we have the advice of
the Enginecr-in-Chief it carvies with it
that we have the advice of those asso-
vinted with him who have had experience
on works of a similar character. There
15 no difficulty about the pumps or the
pumping., I will read to hon. members
a letter to 8ir John Forrest on this sub-
ject from Mr. MOutaoue Browne. He
saye:— T

After reading Br, O’Connor’s very modest

35th-agetion re puaping power, E-eonelude that-

I have some watter that will interest you.
The Tasmanian Gold Mining Company have
good reason to expect, within a month or two,
offers of plant to puwp 6,000,000 and 8,000,000
gallons of water respectively in twenty-four
hours to 1,500 fect. Their present plant is
pumping over 3,500,000 gallons per day through
718 feet in three lifts, using 560 horse power.
The engines are on the swtace, but if we had
room below, 1,000 feet in one lift could be done
at much less cost. Ome of the factors of
modern punping is a qguicker valve motion,
and the cost is reduced by the vse of quadruple
expansion engines and water tube boilers
(vertical tubes); and I expect our cogines to
puwp 6,000,000 gallons at not; wnmch more than
the present cost of pumping 3,500,000 gatlons.
Under the circumstances the mechanical difhi-
vulties in your water scheme appear to me to
be a very sinall factor.

Heve is another from Mr. H. C. Muis,
M.IC.E.:—* T have beén entrasted with
“the sale of two triple expansion duplex
*pumping engines, of the Worthington
“type,each engine being capable of raising
* 2,000,000 gallons of water and deliver-
“ing the same wt an clevation of 320 feet
“above the engine-house floor every
* twenty-four hours.” That does not look
as if the scheme is impracticable. The
question will no doubt arise, may not Mr,
(’Connor’s judgment be wrong; and, to
controvert that idea, I will refer hon.
members to a scheme which bas received
the consideration of many people—a
scheme which is altogether independent
of the Government scheme—and T think
that, reasoning by analogy, I shall be able
to show that our schene is perfectly
practicable.  The scheme I refer to has
been put forward by Mr. Wilson, It is
the scheme of private enterprise, and 1
shall refer to it to prove that the Govern-
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ment scheme is practicable even from the
point of view of those whe are bringing
forward an opposing scheme. The Gov-
ernment, scheme proposes to pump water
from station to station. Mr. Wilson's

scheme proposes to pump water to a

, height of 170 feet and a distance of 65

miles.” Thus so far they are paralle]
schemes. Mr. Wilson says:—* At the
“ storage reservoir a pumping plant would
“ be erected which would pump the water
“into g service reservoir to be constructed
“ou a hill situate about 25 miles South
“of the storage reservoir. This hill is
“170feetabove Menzies township. Should
“ this netbe sufficient height we can attain
*‘any head required by a slight deviation
“ West.” If, therefore, it is practicable
to pump 170 feet, it is surely possible to
pumyr the same height in series. Hon.
members bave no doubt heard of Mr.
Jobhson, He was engineer for the Gov-
ernment ut one time, and I believe he
possesses the confidence of every hon.
member. Referring to Mr. Wilson’s pro-
posal, he says :-— Regarding your scheme
‘“for supplying these fields with water I
“have to say that, after inspecting the
“ gite for the reservoir and the watershed,
“I have no doubt whatever about its
“ entire feasibility.” T usk how. members
to upply these words Lo the Government
scheme. In order to meet the objec-
tious of those hon. gentlemen whe
say that they want more evidence as to
the fLoLSl])]]lt\' of the scheme than that
which is supplied by the Engineer-in-
Chiet, T will quote further from Mr.
Jobson. He says:—* There is no engineer-
“ing dificulty whatever as regards the
“carrying out of the scheme.” Messrs.
Allen, Beart & Co., and Mr. T. Speight,
C.E,, say .—* There is a hill 25 miles from
“site of reservoir on the proposed pipe
“line which, by carefully checked aneroid
“yeadings, is 170 feet above Menzies.
“ Menzies again is about 450 feet above
“ Coolgardie. If a pumping plant were
“installed at the reservoir, and the water
“forced into a service reservoir on this
“hill, it would gravitate to Coolgardie.
“ In conclusion, we may add
"thd.t the scheme iz eminently pmﬂ.lc-
“able, and would, we feel sure, be an
“extremely profitable investment.” This
is the evidence of engineers of a private
water scheme, and it applies with equal

| force to the Government scheme, because
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both schemes are based upon the same
principles. Although T may be trespass-
g somewhat on the patience of hon.
members, I desire to convince them of the
practicability of the scheme, and I will
read further from the reports of gentle-
men. who are eminently capable of giv-
ing an opinion. Mr. Percival Fowler,
M.ILCE, in writing to a newspaper,
BAYS i—

Since the Government scheme for supply-
ing the Coolgardie goldfields with fresh water
from the Greenmount Ranges was placed
before the conntry, I have carefully gone into
all the details that have been snbmitted to the
public, both as affecting the purely engineer-
ing aspect of the scheme and its cstimated cost.
I have had some considerable experience
during twenty years of pumping under varions
difficnltics and varying circamstances, and
have also had the designing of water works
which presented far greater cngineering difi-
culties. 1 can confidently say, after a full
examination, that there iz not 2 single
enginecring dificulty in this scheme which
has been presented to Parliament by the
Government; in fact the schewe, as an
engineering one, is about as simple as it is
possible to conceive any engineering scheme to

Works of this character are being constantly
carried out. It is simply a multiplication of
pumping stations, all on the saume system, to
give a large aggregate result. As regards the
estimates, I consider they wounld be accepted
by any first-rate contractor in the old country.
There is no doubt in my mind that this scheme
has heen worked out with great care and with
the fullest regard to economy of construction
and working expenditure. It is obvious that
the Government will be very glad 6o have
figures, facts, and opinions from any qualified
engineer to opposc the scheme or the estimates
which have been prepared in respect of it
There is not the slightest doubt that, asin every
engineering scheme of magnitude, there are
many details which can be modified, and that
a great deal of vare will be required in the
organisation of the works unless they are let
by contract. One of the chief obhjections which
has been raised to Mr. O’Connor's scheme is
that the work cannot be ¢arricd out within
the stipulated time, for the reason $hat the
pipes required could not he manufactured
within that period. Those, however, who
make this statement do so in ignorance of
facts. I have no hesitation in saying that, if
necessary, and if the orders were divided
hetween the firms which manufacture such
articles in England, the Continent, and the
United States, they could he delivered within
12 months. But there is no reason to adopt
this course, as the pipes will only require to
be delivered gradually, and if delivered within
two years, will certainly mect the exigencies
of the case. [ can hmagine no proposal which
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cun possibly compete with this one, which I
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consider an absolute necessity for the develop-
ment of the goldfields of this colony. Although
water will, as I believe, be found on the fields
at a depth, it will not supply the necessities of
the inhabitants, who are increasing daily on
the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie fields, nor will
it supply batteries for many rich mines in the
neighbourhood, which are in course of develop-
ment and sinking for water.

A drought may oceur in any year, in which
case not only would the inhabitants of the
fields—as, I say, daily increasing—be in a
very unfortunate position, but possibly many
batteries be obliged to shut down, unless this
scheme is taken in hand at once, I venture,
therefore, to predict that before wmany years
are passed this scheme to supply water to the
fields will have proved to be one of the
grandest and boldest and wmost successful
measures ever underfaken by any Govern-
ment, and more especially creditable to the
Government of a young country like Western
Australia. Taken all round, I believe this
scheme not only to be a sound one, and in the
circumstances the only possible one, but that
the figures of the Engineer-in-Chief will he
found to bear the strictest scrutiny,

This gentleman is the son of Sir John
Fowler, one of the most eminent engineers
in the world, and hon. members will
understand, therefore, that every word he
says must carry weight with it. I will
now read another opinion, that of Mr. W.
G. Cox, CE. "Writing to a newspaper,
he says :—

On the 5th May last you were good enough
to publish a letter of mine, written from
Queensland after a visit to Western Australia,
upon a water supply to the goldfields of
Western Australin. There was also a leader
by you in the same issue upon wy letter and
the subject of it. In my letter, which was the
ontecome of a very long experience—some 20
years—as an engineer of underground water
supply, the last 14 years of highly successful
work in Queensland, I naturally advocated an
extensive and thorough system of decp boring
forasupply. Atthesametime I fully endorsed
the Chief Engineer. Mr. O'Connor’s Govern-
ment scheme 18 a perfectly sound and feasible
onein an engineering sensc.  Since my arrival,
a week ago, I have further fully examined Mr.
’Connor’s report, the Parliamentary state-
ments of the Premier (Siv John Forrest), the
debate in Parliament, and the Press comments,
and T am of opinion, taking a broad view of
the subject, that this Government scheme is,
so far as time and a certain supply of water are
concerned, the best uavailable under the circom-
stances. Atthe same time I ¢can see no reason
to alter my opinion as to the advisability of
pwsuing a steady and thorough test of the
country by thorough deep drilling for sup-
plemuentary local supplies. T'he larger scheme
may in its success cast a cloud upen, and tend
to check enterprise on the part of the Govern-
ment and others in boring for water; but until
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this is done,and donc eficiently and thoroughly,
until it is clearly nnd definitely kmown whether
or not there is available water in the pround,
this great water supply guestion of Western
Australia will, 1 awn of opinion, uever be zatis-
factorily scttled.

I will now give hon. members o letter
from a gentleman whe is well known on
the goldfields—DMy. N. W. Harper. I
at given to understand that this geutle-
man has had considersble expericuce in
connection with many of the mwines, that
he hus spent o great deal of time v the
various districts, and has lived there;
and, therefore, his testimeny must be of
somu value. He suys, in w letter to the
Preanier :

[ am very plensed indeed that you have
taken g0 greatan interest in this great project,
and I siacerely trust that you will have the
unanious support of wll the members of the
House. I feel vertuin the scheine will be an
unqualified success. For the last two years T
have strongly arlvounted this scheme, as heing
thé only certain, permanent, and adeguate
supply. [ have been in the colony over four
years, during which period I have always been
in search of permanent watcr. During my
supervision of Frascr's Gold Mine, several new
sources of densc water were intersccted, and
which appeared permanent when first met
with, but unfortunately with a regular draw
soon hecame exhausted, consequently another
supply had to be cxplored for, nnd so, on A
repetition of this, had to be centinued in order
to keep the mill going.

We hear of a great many shalts, borves, cte.,
having met with a great influx of water
sufticient for all requircinents; how long does
this supply last
requirements of a 20-head battery ¥
to say that there is only one battery, out of
the numerous plants at work on the Yilgarn
and Coolgardie goldfields, that can fairly claim
te have even sunfficient to run continuously,
that being Sonth Fraser’s; and then only by a
gareful method of returning and using over
and over again. This wive has its main shaft
in the bed of a lake, and no drainage in
that divection.

I eannot understand men who are identified
with our goldficlds advoeating a lake conserva-
tion scheme; they mmst know, if they have
lived in these parts and watched the dis-
appearance of the salt lakes, that they are
unreliable, only temporary, and only equal to
requirements when rain falls in the winter
season.

The average evaperation annually is 7 fect,
and in a dry season this will be increased, so
that at the time water is most reguived, viz.,
in the months of December, Janvury, and
Febrnary, these lakes ave all dry. and T have
no hesitation in saying, notwithstanding owr
vxceptionally good scason, that they ave all
dry by the ¢nd of the approaching summer.
ls cur large population going to luave these
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districts and desert their wines in the futnre
as they have done in the past for want of
water ¥

Look at the exodus of people from our fields,
and the general dissatisfacticn of the unew-
ployed during excmption period last year—all
for the want of water. 'I'his same trouble will
oceur every summer until a permanent supply
is obtained. .

Artestan Boring.—A great many support
this method. Now we will refer (for com-
parison sake) Lo the other goldfiells or mining
wining centres of Australia, where deep shafts
have beensunk to depths varying from 2,000 to
3,000 feet, viz., Charters Towurs, Gympie,
Croydoen, Bendigo, Ballarat, and Moonta. If
artesian water exists in mining districts, as
some would have us believe, why de they not
get artesian supplics in those mines where
they have Tenched yreat depths? Surely a
main shaté will intersect an underground
water eurrent us vendily as a (-inch bore.

True, they have drainage water in some of

those mines, but only in & small minority of
them. The shafts in the Bendigo wines went
through the water at 300 feet, and there is
cvery indication that the same will oceur
here.

Cost of water at 4s. per 1,000 gallons is
remarkahbly cheap. Providing the mines had
the water, the cost of pumping, wear and
tear of plant would cost the amount, and even
more to land it on the surface.

The great snccess of your scheme T am
certain about: the failure of any other than a
coastnl scheme T am also certain of.

I have no hesitation in staking my reputa-
tion on what [ have stated in this letter, I
have no axe to grind ; have only the welfare of

. the colony at heart.

with anything like the
I venture

My objeet in writing to you on this matter
is—you may probably gather something in
what 1 have said—in support of your scheme.

There is no engineering difficulty about the
whole scheme. The distance is only a matter
of pipes. The vertical height to punp the
water i3 an every-day occurrence in  decp
mines, which is overcome by a series of pump-
ing stations at, say, from 200 to 300 feet
clevation stages. Supposing the height to be
1,000 fect, five stages would be ample, or just
a repetition of what has, and is now being
done in the well watered deep mines of the
world,

I had a little experience of lake water when
I owned a guarter of Hope’s Hill Mine. [n
good winter seasons we had large shects of
water, and before the end of November this
water had all gone. 1 belicve I am not ex-
aggerating when I say the evaporation ona dry
hot day from the surface of the shallow, dense
lakes 1s not less than 1 inch per day, at any
rate T have witnessed 6 inches evaporate in a
week ; 50 that, taking all thesc magters into
consideration, [ say the lake scheme iz a
sure failure in a dry season when most re-
nuired.

'I'he evaporation reaches down many feet
below the surface, so that it is not alwuys
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necessary to have a sheet of water to cause !

evaporation. Owing to the flat country the |
ein which fulls is absorbed by the dry hot
swrface, and is mostly retained for evaporation.
In conclusion, any other scheme than a
coastal one is only putting off the evil day,
and I for one would be very sorry if the
colony does not accept the opportunities they
have now, to have this yreat problem solved.
The advantages are so numerous, which
render them almost indeseribable.
Wishing you cvery snccess
project.
The Government claim for their scheme
that on each day they will be able to
pump 5,000,000 gallons of good fresh
water, which will be available to those
who require it at a cost of Bs, 6d. per
1,000 gallons, and that this price will
include, not only the working expenses,
but, the interest and the sinking fund as
well. We have heard a great deal about
alternative schemes, but I may say that
the Government have carefully considered
everything which bas been brought under
their notice, and, up to the present, there
has been nothing which has commended
itself to them. The schemes which will,
no doubt, be submitted by those who
oppose the Government scheme will,
probably, have deep boring for their
basts. I may say at once that the
Grovernment consider it unwise to spend
more money upon boring, in the fuce of
what they are told by the experts who
advise them. Geologists say that the
formation of the country does not hold
out the slightest hope of finding sub-
terranean  water. Perhaps a little of
such water might be found lodged at a
depth, but there is no hope of finding
artesian water. ' Then, if we resort to
boring, it will take a long time before the
question can be gettled, and, even should
it be found that the experts are wrong, |
the supply which can be obtained must
he a very small onc, and then there is the
almostcertainty of its being salt. Having,
perhaps, spent vears in putting down a
bore, a further long perivd would have
to elapse in order to sink a shaft so
thut the water could be pumped up in
anything like quuntities. While ail
this is going on with uncertainty, the
Government scheme, which will give a
certain supply of good water, can he

with your

[COUNCIL]

carried out. With regard to privale

enterprise, 1 may say that the Govern- ;
ment are somewhat loth to have anything
to do with it on account of their past |
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experience. We have, at the present
time, two railways—the Great Southern

. and the Midland —which have both been

constracted by private enterprise, and in
both cases the owners want to sell to the
Government. The people who live along
the routes of these railways are perfectly
dissatistied with the railways being in
private hands, and they are urging upon
the Government to buy out the com-
panies. Possibly the day may come when
this will bave to he done. Again, I
might refer hou. members to a matter
which oceurred this very afternoon. The
Perth water works were constructed by
private enterprise, and so great has been
the dissatisfaction among the citizens
that we have had to vote £220,000 to buy
the works, which are probably not worth
it.

Tae Hon. R. (. Burers: Why did
you not tell us that before »

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): With all this star-
ing us in the fave, is it to be wondered at
that the Government are a little afraid of
having anything to do with private enter-
prise 7 Even if private enterprise were
allowed to undertuke the work, only two
methods would be open for procuring the
water—the one by boring, and the other
by catching the rains which fall from
the heavens. TLast session Parliament
decided that private companies should not
be allowed to take water from the coastal
rivers. A Bill was introduced for the
purpose of allowing companies to take
such water, but the clause was eliminated
in the Legislative Assembly, and as the
Bill came to thiz House it only gave the
right to private companies to take elec-
tricity to the fields. I might again bring
Mr. Wilson’s prospuctus to our aid, for
he proposes to do exactly what the Gov-
ernment intend to carry out.  He is going
to build a large reservoir; so are we. He
proposes to construct bis in a country
where, it is stated, thatthe formation of the
ground is of doubtful holding capacity.
The Government, on the contrary, are
going to make their reservoir m an
admittedly good country, where the
capacity of the holding ground is well
known, and where the reservoir of the
Perth Water Worksislocated. Under Mr.
Wilson's scheme it is stated that his
reservoir can be filled by § of an inch of
vatn.  How much more advantagecus will
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it be for the Government scheme when it
is known that there 1s an averags rainfall
of 23 juches at the site of the proposed '

reservoir ¥ Mr. Wilson says that he cun

pump 65 miles with the greatest ease. *
If he eun do so why cannot the Govern-

ment? In these circumstances I say
that those hon. gentlemen who would
support this private scheme cannot aveid
supporting the Government scheme, be-
cause the two are practically identical,
but with the Government scheme there is
the advantage that the water can be
supplied at 3s. 6d.per 1,000 gallons, while
under Mr. Wilson’s scheme the charge
will be 10s. per 1,000 gallons. Then,
under Mr. Wilsen's scheme, only 2 per
cent. is set apart to cover the cost of
maintenance, &c., whereas under the
Gevernment scheme abeut 6 per cent. is
sot apart. Tn criticising Mr. Wilson's
scheme I do not say it isnota good scheme,
nor do I say that the Government wish
to cheek private enterprise.  On the con-
trary we are prepared to help the pro-
moters, und we have already given an
undertaking that, if any fairly reascnable
private Bill is introduced, the Govern-
ment. will offer no opposition to it. 1 do
not think we can do anything which is
more fuir than that. My own opinion
15 that vot only will all the water
of the Govermmnent scheme be required,
but that the water of many private
schemes can be utilised as well. It is a
matter of greab gratification to the Gov-
ernment to see how their scheme has
been received.
well received.  Atfirst it was considered as
a gigantic undertaking which was too

It involves

ey —— - - —

i p—
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details of a scheme of this kind; these
are rather n matter for consideration by
another place. The principle, however,
involves a scheme of such magnitude and
tremendous issues that I ask hon. mem-
bers to give it their calm consideration.
one of those issues which this
House should lock into in its judicial
capacity. We may fake it that the
Legislative Assembly has decided that
the scheme is practicable, and it is now
for us to say whether we are in accord
with them that so large an amount
should be spent. Can the colony afford
to do the work? Are we justified in
mndertaking it, and is it to the interests
of the colony as a whole that we should
embark upon it?  The anticipated results
that will accrue from it are of the highest
character. We have only to look round
and imagine what a scheme of this kind
will do. ~ What a great thing will it be
for Western Australia if we can see a
large population at our goldfields amply
supplied with water for ordinary purposes,
and see hundreds of Dhatteries working
night and day. As regurds the finapcial
aspect, our position in the money market
is better than ever it was. It has been
said that the scheme will increase our
indebtedness per head to too great an
extent, but,in reply to this, I can only say

{ that I trust our pepulation is going to

- expended.

is
If people come here at the
rate they have been coming during the

increase lurgely before this money

, past few vears, the indebtedness per

On the whole it has been .

. by the adoption of this scheme.
. the

lurge for the coleny to embark in, but as
the peeple got to know moere aboul it,

they begun to look upon it in the same
light as the Government did. There isnot
the slightest doubt that when it is com-

pleted it will give an impetus to the .
gold mining industry, xnd will be of great -

benefit to the inhabitants of Western
Australia—TI was almost going to say to the
whole world.  Again, we may tuke it as
some evidence of the practicability of the
scheme that the
has passed it without, a division.
not mean to say that we should he
guided altogether by that, but it s some
evidence m the direction T have referred
to. 1 do not consider it belongs to the
functions of this House tu enter into the

Legislative Assembly .
I do

4

head will not be in any way increased
In
past, notwithstanding the great
water difficulties that have existed, people
have comte here, and is it not reason-
uble to suppose that there will be a still
greater influx when these difficulties are
swept awny P The Government have not
introduced this scheme without feeling
the grave sense of responsibility which
attaches to them. Tt involves a large
loan, and they have brought it forward
with reluctance oo this account. They
were, however, thoroughly couvinced that
something must be done, otherwise our
gold mining industry must almost cease.
Grave as is the responsibility of the
Government i bringing this forward,
‘mneh greater responsibilities now rest
with the members of this House. It hus
been agrecd to by the more direct repre-
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sentatives of the people, and it is now
for us to take the responsibility of saying
whether it shall be carried out or not. I
can ouly trust that hon. members will see
their way to assent to this Bill, and thus
give relief to thousnnds of people upon
our goldfields, who are in need of it. Sir,
I move that this Bill be now read & second
time.

TueHon.S.H. PARKER: Thavebeen
requested to move that the debate be
adjourned until this day week. Hon.
members are aware that a great responsi-
bility attaches to them, mot only on
account of the goldfields, but in regard to
the colony at large ; and they feel it would
be almost indecent for them to pass such
a measure as this at one sitting, even if
they were inclined to do so. They feel
that they should have time to read, mark,
and digest the admirable speech which
has Leen addressed to them this evening
by the Hon. Mivister for Mines. Inthese
eircumstances I move that the debate be
adjourned until this day week.

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 845 o'clock, pan., ad-
journed until Wednesday, 19th August,
1896, at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bridges over Railway.

Teqislntive RBssembip,
Thursday, 15th August, 1896,

Question: Condition of North Fremautte Road Bridge
—-Motiun : Joint Committee on Bridges over Railway
in Perth—=DMarried Women's Property Act Amend-
ment Bill: first reading— Transfer of Lund Act
Awmendment Bill: first reading—Constitation Act
Amendment {Re-distribution of Seats) Bill: re-
committed—Streets and Ronds (Greemmmount and
Liprhle Bar) Clesure Bill: second reading—Federt
Council Reference Bill: second reanding; in com-
wittee—Adjourniment,

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAvYERs.

QUESTION—CONDITION OF NORTH
FREMANITLE ROAD BRIDGE,

Mr. MOSS, in accordance with notice,
agked the Director of Public Works,—
{1.) Whether the Government were aware
of the condition of the traftic bridge over
the Swan River at North Fremantle ;
(2.) Whether the Government had re-
cently had a report from any of their
engineers as to the safety for traffic of
the said Dridge; (3.) Whether the
Government intended laving such report
(if any} on the Table of the House; {3.)
If a report had not been recently obtained,
whether the Government would instruct
an engineer emploved by the department
to make o survey of the bridge, so that
the public safety might not be endangered.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
(1.} The Government have no information
whatever leading it to doubt the stability
of the North Fremantle Road Bridge.
(2.) The lust report is dated 17th April,
1895. (3.} It wasnot intended to lay the
report on the table of the House, but
for the hon. member’s information. I
will, with permission, lay copies of reports
received on the subject since 11th Feb-
ruary, 1893. (4.) A further survey and
inspection of the bridge will he made
forthwith.

MOTLON—JOINT COMMITTEE ON
BRIDGES OVER RAILWAY
IN PERTH.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RATI-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse), in necord-
anee with notitee, moved * That, in the
opinien of this House, the time hasarrived
when one or more dray-bridges over



